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CONFERENCE PROGRAM 

 

October 2, Wednesday  

9:30–10:00 
Opening Ceremony 

(Sergey Lyulin, Yuriy Borovikov, El’mira Morozova) 

 

10:00–11:00 Morning Plenary Session 
Chairperson: Sergey Lyulin 

PL-01 Aleksei Khokhlov 
Pollution of the Planet with Macro-, Micro- and 

Nano-Plastic: Emotions and Scientific Approach 

PL-02 Jose Kenny 
New Approaches to Solving Microplastics Problem 

as a Potential Threat to Humans and Environment 

 

11:00–12:00 Oral Session 1 
Chairperson: Sergey Lyulin 

O-01 Tatiana Kuznetsova  

Development of an international legally binding 

instrument pursuant to the UNEA Resolution № 

5/14 “End plastic pollution: Towards an 

international legally binding instrument”.Current 

issues and solutions 

O-02 Ivan Zorin  
Primary microplastics: experience in isolation and 

analysis 

O-03 Marina Antsiferova  
Pollution of the waters of the Lower Volga with 

microplastics  

12:00–12:20 Coffee-break 

12:20–14:00 Oral Session 2 
Chairperson: Yulia Frank 

O-04 Tatiana Rauen  
Plankton's role in the vertical transport of marine 

microplastics from surface to seafloor 

O-05 Liliya Fatkhutdinova  

Methodological Approaches to Assessing the Health 

Impacts of Microplastics: Lessons Learned from 

Nanoparticle Research  

O-06 Boris Chubarenko 

Hydrological-ecological screening monitoring of the 

mouth of the Pregolya River (South-Eastern Baltic): 

search for potential retention zones for microplastic 

particles 

O-07 Andrey Pedchenko 

EXPANSION OF VNIRO RESEARCH ON 

MICROPLASTICS IN RUSSIAN MARGINAL 

SEAS 

O-08 Maksim Remchukov  
Key challenges in Microplastics  for 

petrochemical industry 

14:00–15:30 Lunch and Poster Discussion 
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15:30–16:30 Afternoon Plenary Session 
Chairperson: Elena Filimonova 

PL-03 
Elena Bagryanskaya The microplastics effect on environmental water 

objects and living organisms 

PL-04 
Svetlana Khashirova Microplastics monitoring: from the plain to the 

highlands  

 

16:30–17:10 Oral Session 3 
Chairperson: Elena Filimonova 

O-09 Natal’ya Shevchenko  
Influence of the shape of polystyrene microplastic 

particles on sorption properties  

O-10 Elena Tkachenko  
Microplastics investigations for Arctic seas 

sediments 

17:10–17:30 Coffee-break 

 

17:30–18:10 Oral Session 4 

Chairperson: Natal’ya Shevchenko 

O-11 Yulia Frank 
Uptake and transfer of polystyrene microspheres in 

fish and invertebrates 

O-12 Dmitrii Osipov  
Enzymatic breakdown of PET-containing 

microplastics 

O-13 Elena Trofimchuk 
An approach for obtaining model microplastic 

particles with various potential pollutants 
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October 3, Thursday  

10:00–11:00 Morning Plenary Session 
Chairperson: Andrey Gurtovenko 

PL-05 
Aristides Tsatsakis The slippery progress of science and consequences in 

risks for society - Paradigm microplastics 

PL-06 
Rawil Fakhrullin  Dark-field microscopy for micro- and nanoplastic 

characterisation in vitro and in vivo 

 
11:00–12:00 Oral Session 5 

Chairperson: Andrey Gurtovenko 

O-14 Pavel Komarov  
Challenges in Modeling Aging Microplastic 

Nanoparticles 

O-15 
Dmitry 

Polovyanenko  

Application of pyrolytic gas chromatography with 

mass detection for the analysis of microplastics as a 

pollutant in environmental objects and living 

organisms 

O-16 Igor Zhdanov  
Distribution of surface microplastics in the Pacific 

Ocean, Sea of Okhotsk and Sea of Japan 

12:00–12:20 Coffee-break 

12:20–14:00 Round Table: Microplastics in Agriculture 

14:00–15:30 Lunch and Poster Discussion 

15:30–17:00 Afternoon Plenary Session 
Chairperson: Irina Chubarenko 

PL-07 
Francesco Saliu  Microplastics from Textiles: Current Analytical 

Challenges and Possible Solutions 

PL-08 
Aleksandr Mel’tser  Actual issues of the impact of microplastics on 

public health 

PL-09 
Ahmad Manbohi  The latest findings on microplastics in the Iranian 

coastal regions 

17:00–17:20 Coffee-break 

17:20–18:20 Oral Session 6 
Chairperson: Elena Bagryanskaya 

O-17 Viliam Sarian 

A real opportunity to provide interdisciplinarity in 

practical research related to the detection, 

characterization and study of the effects of 

microplastics on human health and the environment   

O-18 
Sergey 

Shishlyannikov  

Microbiological synthesis of polyhydroxyalconoate, 

a promising biodegradable  

O-19 Anatolii Khripun  

Instrumental Solutions for the Detection, 

Identification and Characterization of Microplastics 

in Environmental Samples 

 

19:00–22:00 Conference Dinner 



6 

 

October 4, Friday  

10:00–11:00 Plenary Session 
Chairperson: Mikhail Proskurnin 

PL-10 
Abdumutolib 

Atakhanov  

Experience and plans in solving the problem of 

plastic waste in Uzbekistan  

PL-11 
Aleksei Polotsky The self-consistent field method as a promising 

approach for studying microplastics 

11:00–12:00 Oral Session 7 
Chairperson: Mikhail Proskurnin 

O-20 Shamil’ Pozdnyakov Methods for studying microplastics in Lake Ladoga 

O-21 Mikhail Tolstunov  
Sample preparation for  pyrolysis-gas 

chromatography with mass-spectrometric detection  

O-22 Evgeny Krysanov  
Effects of polydisperse microplastic particles on 

proliferative activity in fish pronephros 

12:00–12:20 Coffee-break 

12:20–14:00 Oral Session 8 
Chairperson: Shamil Pozdnyakov 

O-23 Denis Kraskevich  
Overview of microplastics entry routes and potential 

risks to human health  

O-24 Vitalii Vorob’ev 
Nanocellulose among microplastic: bacterial 

cellulose as a model object 

O-25 Irina Chubarenko 
Processes of (micro)plastics sorting in the wave run-

up zone 

O-26 Svetlana Tuzova 

Preventing the Loss of Intellectual Property in the 

Development and Market Launch of Innovative 

Polymer Products  

O-27 
Aleksandra 

Ershova 

A look at the problem of pollution of the Gulf of 

Finland and the south-eastern part of the Baltic Sea 

with plastic and paraffins  

14:00–15:30 Lunch and Poster Discussion 

15:30–17:30 Oral Session 9 
Chairperson: Ivan Zorin 

O-28 Yuri Yurasov 

Analysis of the distribution of microplastics in 

bottom sediments from the Don River to the Sea of 

Azov  

O-29 Igor Volgin 
Exploring Arctic marine microplastics: IR spectral 

database analysis using machine learning methods 

O-30 
Tatiana 

Gusel’nikova 

Determination of the impurity composition of 

polyethylene terephthalate, expanded polystyrene, 

and polypropylene by atomic-emission spectrometry  

O-31 
Aleksandr 

Khaustov  
Genetic identification of microplastics in urban dust  

O-32 Elena Proskurnina 
Effects of nanoplastics on cell survival and genes of 

key signaling pathways in human cells 

O-33 Mikhail Ermolin  
Water-oil systems for continuous-flow separation and 

preconcentration of microplastics from natural waters 
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O-34 Mikhail Glagolev  
Efficient construction of stability diagrams of aged 

polymer nanoparticles 

POSTER PROGRAM 

October 2, Wednesday  

P.1-01 Anastasiia Badikova Сellulose particles as a model of biodegradable 

microplastics 

P.1-02 Aleksandra Blazhenko Prospects of using the species oryctolagus cuniculus 

as a biological model for assessing the impact of 

microplastics on animal reproduction 

P.1-03 Victor Nazarychev An inquiry on the interactions between microplastics 

and antibiotics: all-atom molecular dynamics 

simulation 

P.1-04 Vladimir Toshchevikov Self-consistent field modeling of microplastics 

particle formation 

P.1-05 Kirill Yuzhanin Magration of cationic polymer between model 

microplasticparticles 

P.1-06 Vladislav Forer Interaction of pollutants with microplastics in water: 

atomistic molecular dynamics simulations 

P.2-01 Mavluda Abduvalieva The study of microplastics in the reservoirs of the 

Ferghana Valley 

P.2-02 Anna Apenkina Adsorption behavior of antibiotics on latex 

nanoparticles 

P.2-03 Vladislav Khabibullin Analysis of thermal and optical properties of aqueous 

dispersions of polystyrene nanoparticles by thermal 

lens spectrometry 

October 3, Thursday 

P.3-01 Anna Arzamasova Development of an information-analytical system on 

microplastics in natural environments on the territory 

of the Russian Federation 

P.3-02 Natalia Bereznikova Biodegradation of polyethylene particles by 

Zophobas morio larvae 

P.3-03 Irina Bocherikova Comparisone of microplastics (0.5-2 mm) content in 

different marine environments. 

P.3-04 Danil Vorobiev Microplastics in the Tom River: monitoring results 

P.3-05 Nikol Davydova Assessment of microplastic contamination in 

fractured karst aquifer (Zvenigorod, Russia) 

P.3-06 Alexandra Ershova Microplastics in Antarctica: first results 

P.3-07 Polina Krivoshlyk Temporal variability of microplastics in the wave 

run-up zone on the Vistula Spit 

P.3-08 Olga Lobchuk Assessment of microplastic contamination of the 

Pregolya river mouth area (south-eastern Baltic) 

P.3-09 Natalia Malygina Атмосферное поступление микропластика на 

Алтае 

P.3-10 Timur Nizamutdinov Potential sources of microplastics inputs to terrestrial 

and aquatic ecosystems of Antarctica 
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October 4, Friday  

P.3-11 Irina Panova Biocidal properties of complexes from model 

microplastic particles and polycation 

P.3-12 Maria Pogojeva Microplastics in the Black Sea sediments 

P.3-13 Mariya Podzorova Functional materials with the addition of secondary 

polymer raw materials: structure and properties 

P.3-14 Yulia Sotnikova Investigation of microplastics and organic pollutants 

in the water and bottom sediments of the Ob River 

P.3-15 Petr Fetin Microplastics to improve properties of dirt roads 

P.4-01 Anastasia Vainberg Microplastic bioaccumulation in pinnipeds 

(Pinnipedia): a literature review 

P.4-02 Gleb Maltsev Migration of microplastic particles in a porous 

medium 

P.4-03 Liubov Ozeretskaya Experimental study of the effect of nanoplastics on 

the gastrointestinal tract 

P.4-04 Aleksandra Osechkova Investigating the accumulation and effects of 

microplastics on health and rate of aging: a pilot 

study 

P.5-01 Ekaterina Kachalova Polysaccharides as an alternative to synthetic 

polymers in packaging materials 

P.5-02 Arseny Bekishev  Hansen solubility parameters in chemical recycling 

of polystyrene plastics 

P.5-03 Marina Filinkova Magnetic sedimentation of polyethylene 

microparticles from aqueous solutions 
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PLENARY LECTURES 

 

PL-01 POLLUTION OF THE PLANET WITH MACRO-, MICRO-  

AND NANO-PLASTIC: EMOTIONS AND SCIENTIFIC APPROACH 

Khokhlov A.R.
1,2

 

1 -  Physics Department, M.V. Lomonosov Moscow State University, Moscow, Russia 

2 -  A.N. Nesmeyanov Institute of Organoelement Compounds, Russian Academy  

of Sciences, Moscow, Russia 

khokhlov@polly.phys.msu.ru 

Contamination of the environment with polymer waste has recently acquired the features of 

a global challenge to humanity. During a hundred years of development of polymer science 

and the polymer industry, about 10 billion tons of waste from used polymer materials have 

accumulated in the world, which degrade extremely slowly in natural conditions. A 

particular danger is associated with the pollution of water environments - rivers, lakes, seas 

and oceans. 

To solve this problem, some environmental scientists propose a radical reduction in the 

global production of polymer materials. This cannot be agreed with, since these materials 

are an integral part of modern world civilization. Instead, scientists working in the field of 

polymer science should offer their own approaches that are not associated with reversing 

global scientific and technological progress. 

The report will provide an overview of the main areas of scientific research in the field of 

polymer science, which will ensure the evolution of the polymer industry towards the 

creation of environmentally friendly production and minimal impact on the environment. 

Sorting waste for their subsequent use can only delay littering the environment. Polymer 

material can be recycled at best several times. Eventually, it will end its life cycle in a 

landfill or be incinerated. Therefore, the key issues are: (a) thoughtful design of landfills; (b) 

effective catalysts that prevent air pollution during combustion of polymer materials.  

The problem of micro- and nano-plastics (i.e., polymer waste particles smaller than 5 mm) 

will be discussed separately. The harm from micro- and nano-plastics to living organisms is 

probably overestimated. Only particles smaller than 5 µm can penetrate the blood, and only 

objects smaller than 50 nm can pass through cell membranes. In natural aquatic 

environments, these particles will be covered with a layer of surfactants, so that the immune 

response to these particles will be similar to that for small dust/sand particles, with which 

many organisms have coexisted for many millions of years. 
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PL-02 NEW APPROACHES TO SOLVING MICROPLASTICS PROBLEM  

AS A POTENTIAL THREAT TO HUMANS AND ENVIRONMENT 

Kenny José M. J.M.
1,2

 

1 -  Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering, University of Perugia, Italy 

2 -  European Center for Nanostructured Polymers, Terni, Italy 

jose.kenny@unipg.it 

This presentation is mainly focused on the Megagrant project recently awarded with the 

main goal to develop and integrate new scientific approaches to address the problem of 

microplastics. Currently, the problem of microplastics and their potential threats to human 

health and to the environment is one of the global challenges facing our planet. In fact, the 

uncontrolled accumulation of microplastics in nature leads to an increase in anthropogenic 

loads on the environment to a scale that threatens the reproduction of natural resources, 

which is considered as one of the “big challenges” of modernity. Within the framework of 

the project, it is planned to create the first interdisciplinary laboratory in the Russian 

Federation, coordinated by the Novgorod State University, which will integrate research 

scientists from different scientific fields (chemistry, physics, biology, mathematics, 

medicine) to develop new approaches to solving the global problem of microplastics. 

In this regard, the project will address the following objectives: 

1. Assess the adverse effects on human health and the environment of the most 

hazardous size microplastics (50 micrometers and smaller) in three major 

environments - water, soil, and living organisms - using a wide range of theoretical 

and experimental methods ranging from in silico to in vivo. 

2. Establishment of the adsorption and transport of various health hazardous pollutants 

(pesticides, antibiotics, polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, heavy metal ions, etc.) on 

microplastic particles. 

3. Development of approaches for detection and characterization of microplastics 

smaller than 50 micrometers. Development of regulations for detection and 

characterization of microplastics in different environments. 

4. Study of the processes of “aging” of microplastic particles in nature and in artificial 

laboratory conditions, as well as assimilation of microplastic at the final stage of 

destruction (polymer particles of nanometer sizes). 

5. Development of the technology for obtaining biodegradable polymers as an 

alternative to some industrial large-tonnage polymers. 

The presentation of the project will we integrated with a revision of the current European 

research initiatives and regulations to address industrial and commercial restrictions 

concerning the control of the microplastics problems. 

 

 

This study was supported by the Ministry of Science and Higher Education of the Russian 

Federation (state contract no. 075-15-2024-629, MegaGrant). 
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PL-03 THE MICROPLASTICS EFFECT ON ENVIRONMENTAL WATER 

OBJECTS AND LIVING ORGANISMS 

Bagryanskaya E.G.
1
, Sotnikova Yu.S.

1
, Nefedov A.A.

1
, Karpova E.V.

1
, Osechkova A.E.

1
, 

Song Dae I.I.
1
, Ershova A.V.

2
, Stefanova N.A.

3
, Kolosova N.G.

3
, Polovyanenko D.N.

1
 

1 -  N.N. Vorozhtsov Novosibirsk Institute of Organic Chemistry of SiB RAS, Novosibirsk, 

Russia 

2 -  PlasticLab, Russian State Hydrometeorological University, St. Petersburg, Russia 

3 -  Institute of Cytology and Genetics, Siberian Branch of the Russian Academy  

of Sciences, Novosibirsk, Russia 

egbagryanskaya@nioch.nsc.ru 

During the last decade there has been a notable increase in the number of studies examining 

microplastics (MNPs)  in the environment and the study of the effects of microplastics on 

living organisms. Microplastics was recently detected in human blood, heart, human penis, 

etc.  The number of studies investigating microplastic contamination continues to grow, the 

extent of this contamination is becoming increasingly evident, from urban coastal surface 

waters to the remote deep ocean depths. It is of paramount importance to gain a deeper 

understanding of the distribution and fate of microplastics and nanoplastics (MNPs) in the 

environment if we are to assess their bioavailability and potential effects on living 

organisms. This knowledge is also required to enable appropriate action to be taken and to 

define environmental quality standards. A number of analytical challenges currently impede 

the conduct of studies investigating the environmental contamination by MNPs, affecting 

both the accuracy of quantification and the comparability of study results. Ultimately, the 

MNPs of interest must be successfully and representatively separated from the sample 

matrix without risk of damage or contamination of the sample.  

It should be taken into account that environmental pollutants may be both MNPs and/or may 

be absorbed by MNPs, including organic pollutants, heavy metals, bacteria, and fungi. For 

instance, bisphenol A and phthalates can leach from polyethylene, polyethylene 

terephthalate, polystyrene and polyvinyl chloride. Mammals are exposed to MNPs through 

ingestion and inhalation, with humans at the top of the food chain being particularly 

vulnerable. Once MNPs enter mammals and reach organs, they are likely to cause adverse 

effects on mammals, their offspring, and even fetuses. Nevertheless, the capacity of MNPs 

to traverse diverse human barriers and the underlying mechanisms of transportation and 

toxicity remain uncertain. The optimal approach to study the accumulation of microplastics 

in the organism and the mechanisms of their influence on health is the use of laboratory 

animals such as mice, rat and etc. 

This report presents the overview of latest research obtained in NIOCh SB RAS,  Institute 

of Cytology and Genetics SB RAS and St. Petersburg Russian State Hydrometeorological 

University on the approaches to the quantitative analysis of microplastic content in the 

environment, in particular in water and bottom sediments. Another direction of our 

investigation was MNPs accumulation and impact on model animals (the OXYS strains of 

laboratory rats – a unique model of premature aging, which is manifested by the early 

development of a complex of “senile” diseases). 
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PL-05 CURRENT RISK ASSESSMENT AND THE SPEEDY - SLIPPERY 

PROGRESS OF SCIENCE: PARADIGM MICROPLASTICS 

Tsatsakis A.
1
, Vlăsceanu A.

2
 

1 -  University of Crete, Department of Toxicology, Heraklion, Greece 

2 -  Carol Davila University of Medicine and Pharmacy, Bucharest, Romania 

tsatsaka@uoc.gr 

Environmental chemical exposure is a constant reality, with people of all ages encountering 

a complex mix of xenobiotics through various pathways daily. Traditional long-term toxicity 

assessments, which generally focus on single chemicals, are no longer sufficient due to the 

complexity and scale of real-world exposures that involve multiple interacting chemicals. 

These conventional methods often fail to account for the non-linear and cumulative risks 

associated with chemical mixtures, potentially leading to an underestimation of true hazards 

[1-2]. 

This lecture will explore the limitations of current regulatory frameworks for assessing 

mixture toxicity and will present innovative methodologies designed to better mirror real-

life exposure scenarios. Central to this discussion is the Real-Life Risk Simulation (RLRS) 

approach, which evaluates the combined and varying exposures to low doses of multiple 

environmental stressors, providing a more accurate representation of actual human exposure 

patterns [3]. Recent findings from RLRS studies demonstrate that prolonged exposure to 

low levels of multiple chemicals, previously deemed safe, can disrupt biological functions, 

highlighting the urgent need for updated risk assessment strategies [4]. 

In addition, the lecture will address advanced techniques such as in chemico, in silico, in 

vitro, and high-throughput multi-omics methods, which have become critical in identifying 

molecular changes triggered by chemical exposures. For these techniques to be effectively 

employed in risk assessment, it is crucial that their findings are strongly linked to adverse 

effects observed in both in vivo and epidemiological studies [5]. 

This presentation will discuss the integration of diverse models and methodologies to 

improve the accuracy and reliability of chemical risk assessments. The focus will be on 

utilizing multidimensional data and computational approaches to enhance our understanding 

of chemical impacts through systems biology and to define toxicity signatures based on 

molecular endpoints, representing a significant step forward in identifying chemical risks. 

The increasing concern of the health dangers posed by microplastics (MPs) in the 

environment has resulted in a substantial increase in investigations into these particles in 

recent years. Toxicological consequences have been observed at elevated concentrations of 

microplastics, particularly polystyrene, the most prevalent type of microplastic; 

nevertheless, predominantly short-term impacts have been investigated [6,7]. The long 

persistence of plastics can result in the contamination of various environmental components, 

including surface waters, sediments, groundwater, soils, and the atmosphere [8,9]. 

Microplastic contamination can also occur from packaging materials, such as bottled water, 

beer, milk, beverages, and takeaway food containers [10-12]. 

The precise amounts of microplastics inhaled and ingested, subsequently accumulating in 

the human body, remain unknown. Additional research is required to assess the effects of 

microplastic contamination at low concentrations over extended periods. 

 
References 

1. Goumenou M, Tsatsakis A. Proposing new approaches for the risk characterisation of single 
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PL-06 DARK-FIELD MICROSCOPY FOR MICRO- AND NANOPLASTIC 

CHARACTERISATION IN VITRO AND IN VIVO 

Fakhrullin R. 

Kazan Federal University, Kazan, Republic of Tatarstan, Russia 

kazanbio@gmail.com 

Detection and precise identification of miniature polymer particles, both in situ (e.g., 

environmental water, sediments, soils, etc.) and in biological specimens (in vitro and in 

vivo) is a crucial step during microplastic toxicity studies. In addition, assaying uptake 

pathways and biodistribution in cells and tissues requires a potent tool to unequivocally 

locate and identify microplastics. As a result, researchers have focused on development of 

microscopy methods to image and chemically identify microplastics. Among others, dark-

field microscopy has recently been applied for microplastics imaging and identification. Its 

capability to visualise particles well below the resolution limit of bright field or 

fluorescence optical microscopy, supplemented with spectral chemical analysis, allows for 

effective identification and monitoring of a number of polymer materials at the nanoscale. 

In this talk, the recent advances of dark-field hyperspectral microscopy in the area of 

environmental and biomedical research on nano- and microplastics are covered [2-6]. 
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Since the early stages of research on plastic pollution, various types of fibers and filaments 

made of different materials have been observed in the environment (1). Plastic microfibers 

have often been considered a subset of microplastics but rarely included in monitoring 

campaigns due to difficulties in controlling airborne contamination (2). Moreover, natural 

and semisynthetic microfibers have been excluded from studies under the assumption that 

they are easily biodegradable and/or harmless. Only in recent years, more attention to the 

occurrence and chemical characteristics of microfibers has started to be paid, and this has 

led to the recognition of microfibers as the most widespread man-made particle pollutant, 

from subsurface water (3) to deep-sea  sediment (4), from polar ice (5) to mountain glaciers 

(6). In addition, the application of spectroscopic techniques has revealed that not all the 

detected fibers are 'plastic'; the most significant portion is made of natural or chemically 

modified cellulose instead, in contrast with the actual trends of textile fiber production (3). 

Building on this, it has been proposed to consider microfibers as an independent type of 

contaminant of emerging concern rather than a subgroup of microplastics (7). This has also 

sparked a debate on the need for new and common definitions, as well as standardized 

analytical methodologies. These are crucial for identifying the major sources of microfiber 

dispersion in the environment, understanding the key factors contributing to fiber release 

from textiles and apparel, and ultimately finding new solutions to mitigate this insidious 

form of pollution. Starting from this basis, this presentation will focus on the current 

challenges in detecting microfibers and their associated contaminants, with a particular 

emphasis on the application of mass spectrometry for their thorough quantification. 
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The Iranian coastlines in the Caspian Sea (north of Iran) and the Oman Sea-the Persian Gulf 

(south of Iran) stretch approximately 820 km and 2250 km, respectively. These coasts are 

among Iran's top tourist destinations, attracting many visitors annually. However, intensive 

tourism, urban density, fishing, fish farming, construction, and pollution from inland basins 

have made these areas some of the most polluted marine environments globally. These 

activities introduce a large amount of pollution, including microplastics, into the marine 

environments. Microplastics are plastic litters in the environment with the size <5 mm in 

diameter. Many researchers have reported microplastic pollutions in the coastal areas of 

north and south of Iran. In this lecture, I will review the latest findings on the occurrence 

and distribution of microplastics in these regions. Additionally, I will discuss research on the 

presence of microplastics in marine biota. The discussion will cover the types of 

microplastics (size, color, type, and shape), their potential sources, and a comparison of 

microplastic quantities in these areas with those in other parts of the world. This lecture will 

enhance our understanding of microplastic pollution in Iran's marine ecosystem. Ultimately, 

based on these findings, I will offer recommendations for managing and minimizing 

microplastic entry into coastal areas. 
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The Scheutjens-Fleer self-consistent field (SF-SCF) method [1] is based on the numerical 

solution of the self-consistent field equations on a regular lattice.  The lattice geometry is 

determined by the symmetry properties of the system under study. The SF-SCF method has 

a high speed of convergence; this allows to vary the system parameters in a wide range and 

to obtain extensive information about its structure and thermodynamics. The SF-SCF 

method has become an indispensable approach for studying polymer systems of complex 

architecture and chemical composition such as polymer brushes or block copolymers, 

polymer adsorption onto surfaces of various geometries, micellization, bilayer lipid 

membranes, etc. It has also proved its efficiency in revealing the properties of single 

macromolecules, in particular, the mechanical unfolding of polymer globules formed by 

macromolecules of linear and comb-like architectures. 

A new field of application of the SF-SCF is related to the study of microplastics particles 

formation by macromolecules of linear and branched architectures and the adsorption of 

low- and macromolecular pollutants onto such particles. In our talk, we present the main 

ideas of the SF-SCF method and demonstrate its capabilities using a number of examples, 

including the formation of microplastics particles and their interaction with macromolecules 

(high molecular weight pollutants). 

 

This study was supported by the Ministry of Science and Higher Education of the Russian 

Federation (state contract no. 075-15-2024-629, MegaGrant). 
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Microparticles of synthetic polymers, along with particles of natural origin, are widely used 

as soft abrasives in detergents and cosmetics. Among these, it is necessary to name the 

personal care products such as scrubs for the skin, cleansing products for the body 

(shampoos, shower gels) and hands, as well as household detergents (for dishwashing, 

kitchen surfaces, toilets, etc.) [1, 2]. The use of all these products inevitably leads to the 

ingress of microplastic particles into the urban sewage system and further into the water 

processing station. Hand detergents may represent a possible exception; the target audience 

of which is people who have no access to the water supply and sewage systems at the right 

time — summer residents, drivers, and builders, so part of the microplastics from the 

detergents is sent straight to the environment. After that, the microplastics becomes one of 

the types of dispersed particles (aerosols, hydrosols, and other dust), as well as 

microparticles of proteins (leather, wool), polysaccharides (cellulose, chitin), minerals 

(aluminosilicates, carbonates), and soot. 

Among the consumer means of construction chemistry, acrylic water-emulsion paints, 

primers, fillers, seem to be the most important supplier of microplastics into the 

environment especially processes associated with the washing of the tools, equipment, 

containers, improper disposal of residues. 

In the presentation, we would discuss the experience of analyzing several types of cosmetic 

and detergents presented on the market in the Russian Federation in order to detect abrasive 

particles in them. The extracted particles were analyzed with common available methods, 

such as SEM, laser diffraction, elemental analysis, FTIR- and Raman spectrometry, with the 

disclosure of the composition and chemical structure according to the spectral databases. 

It is obvious that there is a need to apply several analytical methods based on different 

physical principles for confident judgement on the composition and chemical nature of the 

discovered particles. The degree of trust in commercial spectral databases and software for 

their analysis should not be absolute. 

 

This study was supported by the Ministry of Science and Higher Education of the Russian 

Federation (state contract no. 075-15-2024-629, MegaGrant). 

The study was performed with technical assistance of the resource centers of St. Petersburg 

State University: “Centre for Optical and Laser Materials Research”, “Chemical Analysis 

and Materials Research Centre”. 
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Marine microplastic (MP) pollution is a growing environmental threat, with 5 to 13 million 

metric tons entering oceans annually. Understanding the fate of these pollutants is crucial, 

yet their vertical distribution patterns remain poorly explained. This study investigates 

plankton's role in the vertical transport of MPs from surface waters to the seafloor. We 

conducted laboratory experiments and field observations in the Black Sea to elucidate 

plankton-mediated MP transport mechanisms. In the lab, we exposed polystyrene 

microparticles (4.3 μm diameter, ~0.4 × 10^6 particles/ml, 16 mg/L) to cultures of the 

cryptophyte Rhodomonas salina (RHO) and the green alga Tetraselmis suecica (TET). Field 

studies examined biofouling formation on polyethylene terephthalate (PET) fragments at 

different depths and seasons. 

Laboratory results revealed that phytoplankton exudates significantly enhance MP 

flocculation and surface adhesion. The presence of phytoplankton exopolymers in the 

medium led to a significant increase in the rate of adhesion of microplastic particles on 

submerged surfaces, with the magnitude of the effect being species-specific. TET, producing 

more extracellular polysaccharides, ensured maximum adhesion rate and was most effective 

at clearing MPs from the medium. Interestingly, despite comparable sizes of microplastic 

particles and microalgal cells, their coagulation and formation of hetero-aggregates did not 

occur, likely due to turbulent mixing of the medium and cell motility. In the non-axenic 

cultures, high abundances of free bacteria were observed (8.8 × 10^6 cells/ml for TET and 

5.6 × 10^6 cells/ml for RHO), which could also be a source of exopolymers and serve as 

flocculation and adhesion agents for plastic particles. 

Field observations in the Black Sea revealed distinct vertical and seasonal patterns in 

biofouling. We found lower biofouling rates in surface waters compared to middle and near-

bottom water columns, attributed to turbulent mixing disrupting biofilm formation. The 

highest biofouling rates and community diversity were observed during summer months. 

The epibiotic assemblage included 11 diatom taxa, 3 dinoflagellate taxa, green algae, 

filamentous cyanobacteria, small flagellates, and ciliates. A key discovery was identifying 

the green alga (probably, Ulvella sp.) as a potential bioindicator for estimating plastic debris 

residence time. Its discoid thalli were consistently observed across all colonization stages 

and seasons, offering a promising tool for assessing the age of plastic pollution in the ocean. 

Our findings highlight plankton's multifaceted role in vertically transporting microplastics in 

marine ecosystems. Biofilms modify MP hydrophobicity, buoyancy, degradation rate, and 

toxicity. Biomass accumulation on MP surfaces initiates descent to deeper waters, and MPs 

likely undergo sinking and rising cycles as biofilms grow and detach. This process 

significantly influences plastic pollution distribution from surface to seafloor and its 

interactions with marine life at various depths. 

 

This research was conducted in the frame of the Russian state assignments No. 

1023032700553-3 and 124022400152-1.  
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Attention to the issues of microplastic contamination of river-sea contact areas (Schmidt et 

al., 2017) is associated with an attempt to establish whether there is a zone of microplastic 

retention or accumulation there, in order to concentrate remediation efforts. The study in the 

Neva Bay of the Gulf of Finland (Pozdnyakov et al., 2020; Mironova et al., 2021) showed 

that the concentration of microplastic particles changes in accordance with the behavior of 

passive admixture, i.e. decreases monotonically with distance from a source. A more refined 

result (Jalón-Rojas et al., 2024) is that the spatial distribution of microplastic particles 

depends not only on the specific features of the study water area, but, to a large extent, on 

the physical properties of the particles and their transformations in connection with bio-

fouling and flocculation. However, the estuarine microplastic maxima (EMPM) appears to 

be common in estuaries (Jalón-Rojas et al., 2024). 

In the Pregola River (South-Eastern Baltic, Kaliningrad Oblast), the estuarine conditions are 

realized virtually throughout the year (Chubarenko, Shkurenko, 2001; Boskachev, 

Chubarenko, 2022). Therefore, its mouth section is a good example for studying the 

characteristics of the distribution of microplastic particles specifically in estuarine 

conditions, where the Baltic Sea brackish waters mix with a fresh river waters. 

Screening monitoring included regular surveys (twice a month, from March to October 

2024) at a fixed network of stations using automated probes to determine the vertical 

structure of salinity, temperature, dissolved oxygen, pH, Eh, water transparency and the 

comparison of these data with sampling for the content of microplastic particles. 

The data obtained clearly illustrated the seasonal dynamics of the estuarine zone, its 

spreading in the spring, and, conversely, the gradual localization and shift upstream in the 

summer-autumn low-water period. According to preliminary data, there is a tendency in the 

presence of an intermediate maximum in the number of microplastic particles. The question, 

is this maximum related with an estuarine conditions or is a consequence of the release of 

wastewater from treatment facilities in Kaliningrad City, will be answered via continuation 

of monitoring efforts. The working hypotheses is that number of fibers illustrate the sewage 

contribution, while the fragments and films are mostly related to natural background of 

microplastic contamination. 

The unexpected result that the highest concentration of microplastic particles and particles 

>5 mm was at a point located in the Baltic Sea, outside the estuarine zone, was not reliably 

confirmed. 

The research is supported by the Russian Science Foundation under grant No. 24-44-20027. 



22 

 

O-07  EXPANSION OF VNIRO RESEARCH ON MICROPLASTICS  

IN RUSSIAN MARGINAL SEAS 

Belyaev V.A., Pedchenko A.P. 

All-Russian Research Institute of Fishery and Oceanography (FGBNU "VNIRO"), Moscow, 

Russia 

belsea@inbox.ru 

At present there is an expansion of research on microplastic pollution of waters and 

bioresources in the marginal seas of Russia [1]. Started in August-October 2019-2022, and 

research on this problem in the Arctic Seas has been continued first time in all marginal seas 

of Russia (Far Eastern Basin, Western Basin, Southern Basin) 2023-2024.  

Samples of microplastics were and are collected on the surface of the seas by Manta 335 µm 

and processed according to the unified methodology. The conducted and carried out 

research fills the gaps in knowledge about the real level of microplastic pollution in the 

marine environment of the Arctic region, the Baltic, Black, Azov and the Far East Seas. 

At the same time, it is especially important to compare in the areas of observation large-

scale localizations of microplastics in the World Ocean and the level of plastic pollution of 

surface waters of the marginal seas of Russia, although we have previously established a 

relatively insignificant level of pollution of Arctic waters. We point out the relevance of the 

assumption that a significant part of microplastic fragments and fibers are transported by 

various currents to the basins of certain seas. In 2018-2022 selective examination of fish in 

commercial catches for microplastic contamination revealed an episodic single occurrence 

of its fragments and fibers in the GI tract of some fish individuals (pink salmon, chum 

salmon, herring, Atka mackerel, pollack) caught in the seas of the North Pacific Ocean [2] 

and perch and bream of Lake Kubenskoe (Vologda Oblast) [3]. In 2023-2024 research were 

expanded, representative sample collections of GI tract of capelin, herring, Polar cod 

sampled in the Barents Sea and Atka mackerel, pink salmon, chum salmon, red salmon, 

pollack - in the Far Eastern Seas. 

The global increase of microplastic content in the seas of the Northern Hemisphere, 

aggravated by climate change, requires a transition from exploratory scientific observations 

to regular interdisciplinary study of plastic pollution of biotopes of ecosystems of the seas of 

the Arctic, North Pacific and Atlantic, as well as the southern region. Key provisions and 

objectives of monitoring of microplastic pollution of waters and biological resources in the 

Russian fishing areas provide for the expansion of research in the marginal seas of Russia 

and naturally obtain objective and comparable assessments based on the use of unified 

methods of sample collection and processing, as well as ecosystem approach to prevent 

environmental risks and ensure food safety. 
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Research on the effects of microplastics on the environment is an urgent task today. In order 

to understand the effect of secondary microplastics, researchers are studying model 

particles. Typically, polystyrene-based spherical particles are chosen as model particles. 

However, real microplastic particles that are found in the environment (water or soil) are 

predominantly non-spherical in shape. In this regard, the question remains open whether we 

can use spherical polystyrene particles as model ones. Emulsion polymerization methods 

make it possible to synthesize polystyrene-based particles not only of spherical shape, but 

also particles in shape close to real microplastic particles. In this work, non-spherical 

particles based on polystyrene were obtained (particles with a diameter from 5 to 30 

microns). Varying the polymerization conditions (compositions of the monomer phase and 

dispersion medium, temperature, etc.) makes it possible to control both the wall thickness of 

hollow microspheres and the diameter of the resulting non-spherical particles. The 

dependence of the influence of the structure of polystyrene microplastic particles on the 

adsorption of dye molecules was studied. 

 

This study was supported by the Ministry of Science and Higher Education of the Russian 

Federation (state contract no. 075-15-2024-629, MegaGrant). 
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Microplastics (MPs) are dispersed throughout the environment and inevitably come into 

contact with living organisms [1]. As tiny plastic particles pose potential risks to wildlife 

and human health [2,3], it is necessary to investigate the mechanisms, patterns and rates of 

MP transport in aquatic and terrestrial biosystems. Our study reports quantitative data on the 

uptake and transfer of polystyrene (PS) microspheres 2 and/or 10 µm in diameter by 

invertebrates and fish in model experiments using Artemia salina L., blood-sucking 

mosquitoes Aedes aegypti L. and Anopheles spp., larvae of Coregonus peled Gmelin and 

Acipenser ruthenus L. The data obtained in the current study can be used to model the 

transport and circulation of MPs under 10 µm in the environment.    

Three weeks old C. peled larvae were found to ingest 2 µm PS microspheres in a direct 

correlation with their concentration in water (5 to 500 µg/L) with rs = 0.956 (p < 0.01). 

Larvae of C. peled did not significantly accumulate MPs in the gastrointestinal tract for 6 

days, nor did nauplii of A. salina and larvae of sterlet (A. ruthenus). In the experiments with 

2 and 10 µm PS particles, the size of the MPs was estimated to influence their uptake rate 

by A. salina and A. ruthenus at an initial concentration of 500 µg/L. The uptake of PS 

spheres of 10 µm diameter by A. salina nauplii (ng/individual) was significantly higher (p < 

0.01, Mann-Whitney U-test) than that of 2 µm particles at the same mass concentration. 

Sterlet larvae also consumed more 10 µm microspheres (by mass) both directly from the 

water and during trophic transfer from Artemia, up to 119 and 3.1 ng/individual, 

respectively, and excreted 10 µm particles more slowly, with a T50 of 45.3 hours. 

A series of experiments demonstrated that in cultured blood-sucking mosquitoes Ae. aegypti 

and malaria mosquitoes Anopheles spp. from natural populations, 2 µm PS microspheres 

can be transferred from feeding larvae to non-feeding pupae and land-flying adults. In Ae. 

aegypti, quantitative reductions in MP content at an initial concentration in water of 8 × 10
6
 

items/mL or 35.5 mg/L ranged from 7.3 × 10
6
 items per larva to 15.8 items per pupa and 

10.9 items per adult; in malaria mosquitoes, ontogenetic transfer of PS microspheres was 

associated with losses averaging from 3.9 × 10
6
 items per larva to 110 items per pupa and 3 

items per adult. The ontogenetic transfer of MPs by blood-sucking mosquitoes determines 

the potential of these amphibian insects to transport particles from the aquatic environment 

to land.  

The study was financially supported by the Development Program of Tomsk State University 

(Priority-2030), Project No. 2.2.3.22 ONG. 
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Microplastic pollution is currently considered as one of the most important issues that 

requires thorough research. The largest number of studies focus on collecting microplastic 

particles and determining their concentration and chemical composition. In addition to the 

polymer matrix, which is usually inert, microplastic particles may contain pollutants of 

different types. They are often chemical additives, such as plasticizers, flame retardants and 

dyes, which are added during the manufacturing process to give plastic products their 

desired properties. Additionally, once in the environment, microplastic particles, which have 

a large specific surface area, tend to adsorb on their surface and accumulate other 

environmental pollutants, such as surfactants and metal ions. Therefore, one of the 

important tasks is to develop methods for obtaining model systems of microplastic particles 

containing various fillers [1], as well as to study the processes of sorption-desorption of 

these potential pollutants.  

Monodisperse polystyrene latex particles, whose sizes can be easily varied and controlled, 

are often used as a model for microplastic systems. The disadvantage of these systems is 

their ideal spherical shape and the possibility of contamination with emulsifiers. 

Other method is to break down polymer macro-samples into smaller particles using laser 

ablation, ultrasonication, or mechanical processing. The result is a mixture of particles with 

different sizes and irregular shapes, which have surface defects similar to those found in real 

microplastics. However, the problem of obtaining model microplastics based on a wide 

range of industrial polymers containing a specific low-molecular additive has not yet been 

solved. This work proposes an original method for obtaining these filled microplastic 

particles. Crazing was used to introduce additives, which could potentially be pollutants, 

into the polymer. This process involves the uniaxial stretching of the original polymer film 

in a liquid medium that contains the required additive dissolved in it. During stretching, 

zones of plastic deformation with a nanoscale fibrillar-porous structure, known as crazes, 

form in the polymer and become filled with the surrounding solution. As the tensile 

strain increases, the proportion of the polymer material that transforms into crazes and 

volumetric porosity increase. The non-volatile additive remains in a highly dispersed form 

in the polymer volume after the liquid medium has been removed. Then the resulting films 

with filler can be crushed using mechanical processing, and thereby obtain model 

microplastic particles based on the desired polymer and containing the required additives, 

including water-soluble ones.  

The report shows the morphological characteristics of polylactide microplastic particles, as 

well as the kinetics of the release of additives, including copper nitrate, brilliant green dye, 

and surfactant sodium dodecylbenzene sulfonate, into the aquatic environment. 
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Polymer materials have become widely used due to their ease of manufacture, lightweight 

and relatively low cost in mass production, as well as the ability to tune their properties by 

changing their chemical structure. Recently, in addition to the pollution problems associated 

with polymer waste, the issue of microplastics (particles between 5 mm and 1 micron in 

size) has come to the foreground. Microplastics enter the environment as a result of thermal 

and photochemical degradation of polymer waste. They have been found in air, water, soil, 

food, including fish and seafood, honey, sugar and beverages. The harmful effects of 

microplastics on human health are linked to their ability to accumulate in the body and 

cause inflammatory reactions, allergies, asthma, etc. Therefore, the problems of studying the 

formation, degradation of microplastic particles into smaller nanoparticles and their 

interaction with tissues of living organisms are urgent tasks. 

At present, computer modelling has become a powerful tool for studying polymer materials. 

However, polymer degradation issues related to the influence of external factors such as 

solar irradiation, water and oxygen exposure have hardly been considered. At the same time, 

research using only full-atom models is not feasible today due to methodological limitations 

imposed by the time scale (tens of microseconds) and system size (hundreds of thousands of 

atoms). In this case, the use of coarse-grained modelling methods can be a compromise 

method that allows to study the basic mechanisms of this process while saving 

computational resources. 

The report discusses methods for the design and implementation of computer models aimed 

at studying the processes of structural degradation of nanoplastic particles of various 

polymeric materials. An example of predictive modelling of the degradation of polyethylene 

and polyvinyl chloride nanoparticles using Langevin dynamics is considered. 

 

This study was supported by the Ministry of Science and Higher Education of the Russian 

Federation (state contract no. 075-15-2024-629, MegaGrant). All calculations are carried 

out using the equipment of the shared research facilities of HPC computing resources at 

Lomonosov Moscow State University" [1]. 
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Plastics cause environmental degradation and are high on the list of environmental issues 

requiring regulation. Micro- and nanoplastics can adsorb other toxic compounds including 

pesticides, polychlorinated biphenyls, phthalates, which due to their toxicity can have 

adverse effects on living organisms. 

There are many different analytical approaches to analyze the properties and content of 

microplastics, such as particle number and size, identification of polymers and additives, 

and degree of degradation. In contrast to spectroscopic and microscopic methods, 

thermoanalytical methods provide mass quantitative information and plastic type 

identification. Pyrolytic gas chromatography with mass detection (pyro-GC-MS) is the most 

promising method in the field of microplastic analysis for the identification and 

quantification of polymer types of microplastic particles as well as bound organic additives 

in plastics. It allows detection of micro- and nanoplastics below the detection limit of 

conventional microscopy and spectroscopy, offering low detection limits in the range of up 

to ng. In pyro-GC-MS analysis, the sample is thermally decomposed in an inert atmosphere 

before separation and analysis by mass spectrometry. Pyro-GC-MS can also be used to 

quantify microplastic polymer content in complex environmental and biological samples, 

including soil, water, and living organisms. 

The paper reviews methods and approaches for the analysis of microplastics in various 

media and living organisms. The pyro-GC-MS method is considered as the most promising 

one, including the data of ASTM standard for identification and analysis of microplastic 

particles and fibers content in water.  

Recent results of works, including those obtained in NIOCH SB RAS, devoted to the study 

of microplastics in water, bottom sediments, tissues and organs of living organisms on the 

example of experiments with laboratory rats, as well as the content of organic compounds in 

particles and on the surface of microplastic particles are presented. 
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Data on surface microplastic concentrations (0.5 - 5 mm) in the Pacific Ocean, Sea of 

Okhotsk and Sea of Japan were obtained. Sampling was carried out during cruise 23/4 of the 

R/V “Professor Multanovsky” in August 2023 using a neuston net (330 µm). A Perkin 

Elmer FT-IR ATR Spectrum Two spectrometer was used to identify the polymer 

composition of microplastic particles. More than 4000 potential microplastic particles were 

detected at 98 stations. The water area of the southeastern tip of the Kamchatka is 

insignificantly polluted with microplastics. Surface water samples are almost free of 

microplastic particles. At 20 % of stations microplastic was not found, the concentration 

varied in the range from 0 to 0.04 pieces/m3, average concentration of microplastic in the 

area was 0.02 pieces/m3. The southwestern part of the Kamchatka, from the side of the Sea 

of Okhotsk, is exposed to microplastic pollution to a greater extent. After passing the 

southern tip (Cape Lopatka), the number of particles found increased significantly, not less 

than 30 pieces per station. In addition, macro-particles of polypropylene, expanded 

polystyrene and fragments of fishing nets were also encountered. In the Sea of Okhotsk, 46 

stations were sampled and concentrations in this region ranged from 0.1 to 3.1 particles/m3 

(average concentration 0.3 particles/m3). The highest concentrations were observed in the 

open Sea of Okhotsk (up to 800 microplastic particles per station). The Sea of Okhotsk is an 

important fishing area with active shipping traffic, which in turn is a significant source of 

microplastics in the marine environment. Due to the peculiarities of the water area (closed 

region, cyclonic current system, internal anticyclonic cycles) this region is prone to 

accumulation of anthropogenic debris.  

 

This study was supported by the Ministry of Science and Higher Education of the Russian 

Federation (state contract no. 075-15-2024-629, MegaGrant).  
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The effect of polydisperse secondary microplastics on the proliferative activity of fish 

pronephros cells and chromosomal aberrations in fish was evaluated. The fish pronephros is 

the main organ of haematopoiesis in fish (mammalian bone marrow analogue). 

Microplastics were prepared from nylon fabric for making tea brewing pyramids. Two 

fractions of microplastics were obtained in the ranges ≤ 2 μm and ≤ 8 μm. Next, fish of 

Nothobranchius rachovii species were placed in 10 L all-glass aquaria with microplastics 

concentration of 10 mg/L in both cases. The duration of exposure was 5 days. The fish were 

not fed throughout the experiment. Controllable aquarium conditions were as follows: 

temperature 26 ℃, light regime 14 hours day/10 hours night. There were 10 specimens of 

male fish aged 1.5 months in each experimental group and in control. After exposure, the 

fish were euthanized with MS-222 anesthetic and the pronephros was removed for analysis. 

Microscopic slides were prepared and mitotic index and chromosome aberrations were 

evaluated. The mitotic index was calculated according to the standard method ((N dividing 

cells/N all cells) * 100). The results showed that in fish exposed to water with microplastics 

(MI = 0.02±0.01 for the particles ≤ 8 µm, MI = 0.03±0.02 for particles ≤ 2 µm) the values in 

experimental group were lower than control values (MI = 0.05±0.02). For the particles of ≤ 

8 μm range, the difference with control values was significant (p < 0.01). For all groups no 

difference in the frequencies of aberrant cells was found. A number of works performed on 

plants (Maity et al., 2020, Kaur et al., 2022) also showed a decrease in mitotic index in 

onion roots exposed to the medium with microplastic. The authors attributed the 

mitodepressive activity of microplastics to the inhibition of cell cycle regulators and 

disruption of its normal course. Our results suggest that exposure to polydisperse secondary 

microplastics may lead to cell cycle disturbances in fish pronephros. 
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Micro-particles and fibers from regenerated/modified cellulose (cotton, viscose, 

acetylcellulose) constitute a significant portion (up to 50%) of the total amount of 

microplastics released into the environment [1]. Despite their biodegradability, natural 

cellulose can pose a threat to the biosphere as it is a non-bioresorbable polymer when 

present in body's tissues [2]. Microplastic particles smaller than 2 μm can penetrate animal 

and human cells, reducing their viability [3]. This also implies a similar possibility for 

nanoscale cellulose particles, which may result from the degradation of microfibers. 

Moreover, toxic pollutants adsorbed on the surface of nanocellulose, whose occurrence 

increases with worsening environmental conditions in urban areas, can also be introduced 

into cells. Therefore, the study of nanocelluloses is relevant due to their potential adverse 

impact on living organisms. 

Bacterial cellulose nanofibers (CNFs) are of interest as model particles due to their chemical 

purity and ease of modification. We hypothesize that the behavior of CNFs in physiological 

solutions and their biological impact on cells can vary depending on their structure. To 

advance knowledge in this area, the use of a green analogue of ionic liquids – deep eutectic 

solvents (DES) – to disintegrate bacterial cellulose and produce CNFs of varying diameters, 

chemical structures, and surface morphologies is relevant. For instance, a method for 

obtaining CNFs with various diameter and disordering surface structure using DES based on 

ethylene glycol/choline chloride (ChCl) and glycerol/ChCl has been described in literature 

[4]. Considering that weathered microplastic isolated from seawater has a negative charge 

[5], it is also of interest to study CNFs with a negative surface charge. 
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The risks posed to living organisms by plastic pollution in the marine environment are 

alarming. However, the distribution of this new contaminant is highly variable in time and 

space. This makes it difficult to assess and monitor contamination levels and requires larger 

samples and more replicates. Our studies show that intense mixing and natural sorting of 

material in the wave run-up zone of sandy marine beaches in the southern and south-eastern 

Baltic Sea leads to a relatively stable abundance of microplastics in the size range 0.5-2 mm 

(S-MPs). Surveys along 1200 km of the Baltic Sea shore and measurements of MPs (0.5-5 

mm) contamination over a period of 14 months at the same site confirm that the 

contamination of sands in the run-up zone with MPs in the size range of 0.5-2 mm is quite 

conservative in both space and time, and is currently of the order of 30-60 items/kg DW. No 

statistically significant correlation of S-MPs content with the current wind speed, significant 

wave height and sand characteristics (mean grain size, sorting, percentage of certain size 

fractions) was found. Physical reasons for this independence are discussed, such as 

dynamics of MPs particles in the run-up zone under the wave action and in the sheet flow, 

influence of sediment porosity, permeability, pore size distribution. It is concluded that 

natural processes are capable of effectively sorting of MPs particles in the run-up zone 

under wave action. As a next step, laboratory and in-situ experiments are underway, the 

results of which should allow the application of the conclusions to beaches with different 

sediments and environmental conditions. 
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Microplastic pollution in marine environments is increasingly recognized as a critical issue 

in contemporary environmental science. Addressing this challenge demands an in-depth 

analysis of microplastic samples, particularly focusing on their chemical composition across 

diverse marine regions. Traditionally, such analyses are conducted using various spectral 

techniques, which are time-consuming. Recently, machine learning (ML) has become a 

transformative tool to mitigate this time constraint, enabling more efficient investigations. 

Nonetheless, the development of ML models hinges on the manual compilation of a 

comprehensive database of polymer samples. Currently, there exists only a limited number 

of publicly accessible polymer datasets containing spectra of authentic environmental 

polymers. These datasets are typically utilized during the model development and testing 

phases, leaving the matter of ultimate model validation for future research. In this study, we 

tackle this issue by analyzing a novel database comprising over 1500 microplastic particles 

sourced from the seas of the East Siberian Arctic, collected during expeditions from 2019 to 

2023. These microplastic particles were harvested from the sea surface layers using a 

neuston net with mesh sizes from 5 mm to 0.5 mm, and subsequently analyzed with a Perkin 

Elmer FT-IR ATR Spectrum Two in four-time scanning mode, without prior mineral/organic 

purification of the samples. This database is used to evaluate the classification accuracy of 

existing ML models for microplastic identification. Additionally, we examine the diversity 

of this database in comparison with other available open-source microplastic IR spectra 

datasets.  
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A large-scale production of plastics leads to wide environmental pollution with micro- and 

nanoplastics that necessitates research of its effects on humans and animals. Nanoplastics 

enters the body mainly through the gastrointestinal tract, as well as through inhalation. 

Biochemical effects of nanoplastics include oxidative stress, inflammation, immune 

dysfunction, neurotoxicity, neoplastic processes, metabolic and energy disorders. Currently, 

there are no regulatory documents regarding nanoplastics, which is due to the lack of 

analytical methods for quantitation, as well as insufficient knowledge about its effect on 

living systems. The toxicity of nanoplastics depends on the chemical composition, the 

presence of plasticizers, particle size, concentration, surface charge, and on the cell type. 

Here, we aimed to study the survival of human embryonic lung fibroblasts using a standard 

test with methyl tetrazolium (MTT test) for nanoplastics of various chemical composition 

(polystyrene and polymethyl methacrylate), size (from 65 to 150 nm), the presence of an 

adsorbed substance (fuchsin) and purification (dialysis). 

Human embryonic lung fibroblasts of the 4th passage from the collection of cell cultures of 

the Research Centre for Medical Genetics were used to study the toxicity of the compounds. 

The cells were incubated with nanoplastics samples for 24 hours. The maximum 

concentration value at which 80% of the cell population was preserved (IC20) was 

determined. Particles based on a copolymer of styrene with sodium styrene sulfonate and 

particles based on polymethyl methacrylate were used as objects of study. The synthesis was 

carried out in the absence of surfactants. 

Results. 1) For polystyrene nanospheres with sizes of 65, 80 and 150 nm, IC20 was 28, 1.5, 

and 28 ppm, respectively; thus, the greatest toxicity is characteristic of nanoparticles with a 

size of 80 nm. 2) For polymethyl methacrylate nanospheres with sizes of 70 and 90 nm, IC20 

was 0.08 and 532 ppm, respectively; thus, the greatest toxicity is characteristic of 

nanoparticles with a size of 70 nm. 3) For polystyrene nanoparticles with a size of 150–200 

nm, purification by dialysis did not have a significant effect on cell survival. 4) Surface 

functionalization with fuchsin significantly increases cell survival for polymethyl 

methacrylate; IC20 values were 532 ppm for 70 nm nanoparticles and over 2300 ppm for 90 

nm nanoparticles. For polystyrene and polymethyl methacrylate, the greatest toxicity is 

associated with the size of 70–80 nm. Outside the Goldilocks zone, dialysis does not have a 

significant effect on survival. Surface functionalization with fuchsin greatly increases cell 

survival. The results obtained are the basis for further experiments to study the effects of 

nanoplastics on human genes. 
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Aquatic ecosystems are the main sink for microplastics entering the environment. 

Estimation of the content of microplastics in natural waters is necessary for the assessment 

of pollution of water bodies and potential risks for their inhabitants. As a rule, the content of 

microplastics in natural waters is low, so the development of new efficient particle 

separation methods that allow one to selectively separate and preconcentrate microplastics 

from natural waters is an urgent task. The present study is aimed at the development of a 

new method of separation and preconcentration of microplastics from natural waters in a 

rotating coiled column (RCC) using two-phase water-oil systems. The retention parameters 

of systems based on vegetable (castor, tung, linseed, soybean, sunflower, sesame, rapeseed, 

olive, turpentine, limonene) and synthetic (Vaseline and engine) oils in RCC are determined 

and the applicability of these systems for separation of microplastics from water samples is 

assessed. The effect of RCC rotation speed and mobile phase flow rate on the retention of 

the oil phase in the column is studied. By the example of microparticles of polyethylene, 

polypropylene, polystyrene, polyvinylchloride, and polyethylene terephthalate of different 

sizes (40–63, 63–100, and 100–250 μm), the high efficiency of microplastics separation 

(about 100%) in RCC using water-oil systems is shown. It is found that the efficiency of 

separation does not depend on the salinity of water samples, so the proposed method can be 

used for separation of microplastics from both fresh and sea waters. The developed method 

of separation and preconcentration of microplastics is promising for treatment of wastewater 

from microplastics. 
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Computer simulations can be an efficient tool for studying the degradation of microplastics 

in the environment. In our report, we discuss the first results of determining the diagrams of 

stability of polymer nanoparticles depending on different factors, such as the degree of 

chain scission and the monomer unit composition. Variation in the type of monomers in 

polymer chains is used to simulate the rate of the degradation of nanoparticles under the 

influence of ultraviolet light, oxygen, and temperature. Under a coarse-grained approach, 

the diagrams of stability are built using Langevin dynamics or dissipative particle dynamics 

simulations and can then be cross-checked with all-atom simulations. This validation will 

allow us to predict the stability of the polymer nanoparticles on the spatial and temporal 

scales inaccessible to all-atom molecular dynamics simulations. 

Although the coarse-grained simulation techniques offer high performance, the construction 

of the diagrams depending on multiple parameters using grid search or random search 

approaches is prohibitively complex. Here we apply the deep learning methods to determine 

the boundaries between the different states using fewer simulations. This is achieved by 

ranking the points in the parameters space by a certainty of different simulation outcomes 

and conducting simulations where the result is least certain. The proposed method can be 

scaled to run in parallel and can serve as an automated alternative to expert selection of the 

simulation parameters in frameworks of molecular dynamics simulations. 

 

This study was supported by the Ministry of Science and Higher Education of the Russian 

Federation (state contract no. 075-15-2024-629, MegaGrant). The calculations were 

carried out using the equipment of the shared research facilities of HPC computing 

resources at Lomonosov Moscow State University" [1]. 
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The accumulation of microplastics (MP) in the environment is a topical issue. Despite the 

increasing interest of scientists in this field, there is still insufficient information on the 

effects of MP on biological organisms. When external factors initiate decomposition of 

polymers, the particles of various sizes and shapes, which are able to adsorb and transport 

toxic substances, are produced. The potentially harmful effects of MP are associated with 

these processes. It is known that these days intensive efforts are in progress to develop new 

materials using biodegradable polymers that undergo rapid degradation under the influence 

of environmental factors. In this case, particles classified as MP appear in the environment 

quickly. Adsorption of various substances on these biodegradable particles can significantly 

change the rate of polymer decomposition. Research on the biodegradation processes of 

such «decorated» particles is currently negligible. Therefore, it is important to find model 

systems of biodegradable MP with the appropriate composition, size and morphology, 

investigate the physicochemical aspects of the interaction of these particles with various 

adsorbates and study the effect of adsorbed substances on the rate of biodegradation. 

Crystalline cellulose particles were used as a model of biodegradable MP. It has been shown 

that the average hydrodynamic diameter of these particles is in the range from 300 to 800 

nm and they are stable for a month in a water-salt media. The concentration of negatively 

charged groups on the particle surface was estimated. The cellulose particles were modified 

with a cationic polymer, caustamine, which is used for wastewater treatment. The 

composition of the resulting complexes and their ability to dissociate into the initial 

components in water-salt media under various conditions (temperature, salt concentration) 

were studied. The effect of caustamine on the rate of biodegradation of particles under the 

action of enzymes has been studied. 
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The investigation of antibiotic adsorption on microplastics (MP)s is important because of 

the associated environmental and health problems. The presence of microplastics poses a 

risk because they can transport other pollutants, including antibiotics. These interactions can 

lead to complex effects and affect antibiotic toxicity. The adsorption of antibiotics onto 

microplastics can lead to the development and spread of antibiotic-resistant bacteria. The 

consumption of water and food contaminated with microplastics can adversely affect human 

health. Therefore, studying the adsorption of antibiotics in MPs is important to understand 

and reduce their environmental and health impacts. Molecular simulations play a key role in 

unraveling the molecular mechanisms of these interactions, providing information that can 

be used for both experimental studies and environmental decision-making to address MPs 

and antibiotic contamination.  

In this study, all-atom computer simulations were employed to investigate the surface 

interactions between three of the most prevalent microplastic molecules in the aqueous 

environment—polyethylene terephthalate (PET), polystyrene (PS), and nylon 6 (NYL6)—

and five antibiotic molecules (amoxicillin (AMO), ciprofloxacin (CIP), doxorubicin (DOX), 

sulfadiazine (SUL), and tetracycline (TET)). The study explored the interactions between 

antibiotic molecules with different chemical structures and the surface of microplastics in an 

aqueous environment at room temperature (298 K). The interaction energy between the 

surfaces of the antibiotics was strongly dependent on the type of microplastics and the 

chemical structure of the antibiotics. The adsorption of antibiotic molecules onto the surface 

of microplastics is determined by the strength of their electrostatic and van der Waals 

interactions. 

 

This study was supported by the Ministry of Science and Higher Education of the Russian 

Federation (state contract no. 075-15-2024-629, MegaGrant). Computer simulations were 

performed using the computational resources of the Branch of Petersburg Nuclear Physics 

Institute named by B.P. Konstantinov of National Research Centre «Kurchatov Institute» - 

Institute of Macromolecular Compounds, the equipment of the shared research facilities of 

HPC computing resources at Lomonosov Moscow State University, the resources of the 

Federal collective usage center “Complex for Simulation and Data Processing for Mega-

science Facilities” at the NRC “Kurchatov Institute” (http://ckp.nrcki.ru/), and 

supercomputers at the Joint Supercomputer Center of the Russian Academy of Sciences 

(JSCC RAS). 
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Microplastics (MP) particles have a high ability to adsorb low- and high-molecular 

pollutants on their surface, which increases the potential hazard of MP to human health. The 

peculiarity of adsorption onto MP particles is that its surface is not an ideal sharp solid-

liquid interface, but has a “fringe” of finite thickness. It is known that increasing the range 

of the adsorption potential significantly facilitates adsorption. For example, for the case of a 

flat surface, the critical adsorption energy of a polymer chain Uc depends on the width of the 

adsorption potential W as Uc ~ 1/(W + 1/2)
 –5/3

and Uc ~ 1/(W + 1/2)
 –2

 –solvent, 

respectively [1]. 

One of the most efficient approaches for theoretical study of polymer adsorption is the 

Scheutjens-Fleer self-consistent field (SF-SCF) method [2]. The present work is devoted to 

the development of a protocol for model MP particles formation for further study of 

polymer adsorption on these particles by using the SF-SCF method. We study formation of 

model microplastic particles by homopolymer macromolecules in a thermodynamically 

poor solvent. Under such conditions, the chains collapse, forming microparticles of a 

spherical shape, with a constant polymer density inside the particle and a “fringe” on its 

periphery. Two ways of particle formation are considered: from a solution of linear 

macromolecules and via the collapse of a single multi-arm polymer star with long arms. We 

show how to control the particle size and the thickness of the “fringe” by varying the length 

of the chains, the number of chains in the “simulation box” and the solvent quality. 

 

This study was supported by the Ministry of Science and Higher Education of the Russian 

Federation (state contract no. 075-15-2024-629, MegaGrant). 
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Recently, the problem of microplastics (MP) – polymer particles 5 mm in size or less which 

are formed during the degradation of plastic waste, has become urgent. Particularly 

dangerous are particles of submicron size (˂ 1 micron), which can penetrate the biological 

membranes and cause various negative consequences.  

In addition to the original MP particles, MP complexes with toxic substances, which include 

heavy metals, dyes, persistent organic pollutants and polymers with cationic groups 

(polycations), can be potentially dangerous. The latter are actively used in water purification 

processes. MP particles with adsorbed polycations can spread over long distances with 

surface and ground waters. The redistribution of cationic macromolecules between different 

MP particles increases the number of particles with potentially toxic effects. 

In the work, the adsorption of cationic polymers on the surface of anionic latex particles 

modelling real MP particles has been studied. The size (diameter) of latex particles was of 

400 nm, their negative charge was due to the surface carboxylic groups. All polymers used 

were bound quantitatively to the latex particle surface. The binding was accompanied by 

neutralization of the latex particle charge and aggregation of the resulting complex; the 

largest aggregates was formed at a complete neutralization of the particle charge by the 

adsorbed polycation.  

Reducing the concentration of both components and the molecular weight of the polymer 

maintained the efficiency of polymer binding to particles and did not lead to particle 

aggregation. Under these conditions, adsorbed macromolecules were able to migrate 

between individual latex particles, resulting in a uniform distribution of the polymer 

between all particles in the system. The results obtained indicate that the migration of 

adsorbed polymer between particles should be taken into account when discussing the 

spread of toxic substances.  

 

This study was supported by the Ministry of Science and Higher Education of the Russian 
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The adsorption of pollutants onto the surfaces of micro- and nanoplastics particles in the 

environment, their bioavailability, and the potential for subsequent release are currently 

considered as one of the major health risks associated with microplastics. [1] Most polymer 

particles are chemically inert and, as a result of adsorption, bind pollutants through weak 

van der Waals forces. [2] Since the energy corresponding to the physical adsorption of 

pollutants on microplastics typically does not exceed 10 kJ/mol [3], in the absence of other 

types of interactions, the estimated time of small pollutant molecules in the adsorbed state 

can be very short, around ~2.5 ÷ 25 ps [4]. Such short timescales and resource-intensive 

experimental physicochemical methods for analyzing nanoscale systems necessitate the use 

of computer simulations using molecular dynamics with full-atom models to investigate the 

adsorption of small pollutant molecules on micro- and nanoplastics particles. 

This work involved microsecond simulations of nanoplastic particles and flat microplastic 

surfaces (the last represent part of the microplastics) of common polymer types (such as 

polyethylene (PE), isotactic polypropylene (iPP), atactic polystyrene (aPS), atactic 

polyvinyl chloride (aPVC), and polylactide (L-PLA)) with different pollutants (i.e., 

pesticides: cypermethrin, its two metabolites, DDT, PCB-169, as well as some polyaromatic 

hydrocarbons: anthracene, pyrene, and psoralen). The adsorption process was simulated in 

water at a temperature of 25°C and a pressure of 1 atm. Based on the obtained microsecond 

trajectories, the potential energies of interaction of the pollutant with both the polymer and 

water were calculated. 

The calculation of the difference in potential energy between the interaction of the pollutant 

with the polymer and the pollutant with water indicates that in the polymer series 

PLA>PS>PVC>PE>PP, the binding energy of the pollutant molecules to the adsorbent 

decreases. The same order is observed for the three flat microplastic surfaces considered 

(PS>PVC>PP). Anthracene, pyrene, DDT, and PCB-169 molecules diffused into the bulk of 

the polymer surfaces most often, while psoralen molecules and cypermethrin metabolites 

were able to easier desorb from the adsorbent into solution. 
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Nowadays, air pollution is becoming a global problem all over the world. There is a lot of 

research being done on this way to prevent these problems. The most concerning of these is 

the problem of plastic and its constituent particles. Plastics have been mass produced and 

widely used since the mid-20th century. Improper disposal and subsequent fragmentation of 

plastic waste contributes to the formation of microplastics (MPs) <5 mm in size and, 

consequently, global environmental pollution. 

Due to their physicochemical properties and small sizes, MPs are prone to transport to 

different parts of the Earth and circulate in soils, the hydrosphere, the atmosphere and the 

biosphere. MPs can persist in nature for a long time (20–500 years) due to the extremely 

low rate of decomposition. Quantitative analysis of MP pollution in rivers and flowing lakes 

in external runoff zones is especially important, since these plastic polymers pose a major 

global threat and, moreover, rivers play a decisive role in the transfer of terrestrial MPs into 

the aquatic environment. The content and circulation of MP in watercourses in Central 

Asian countries have not been adequately studied. Large-scale pollution of water resources 

from industrial wastewater and agricultural waters has been reported in Kazakhstan, 

Uzbekistan and Tajikistan [1]. 

In the course of our study, MP contents were studied in the surface waters of some rivers of 

Andijan, Namangan and Fergana regions Republic of Uzbekistan, which originate primarily 

fed by snow and glacial waters from the mountains of Kyrgyzstan. Samples were collected 

during 2023 at 22 locations using a microprobe (AGU, Andijan, Republic of Uzbekistan) 

with a neuston net (330 microns) to catch floating plastic debris from the upper 15 cm layer 

of water. The sampler was equipped with a flow meter (Hydro-Bios, Altenholz, Germany) to 

measure the water volume. For sampling, the microprobe was installed at a depth of 50 cm 

for 15 minutes, catching floating plastic debris. The water speed is determined by a water 

flow sensor installed on a microprobe. The volume of water passing through the tank in 1 

day was determined depending on the time of the experiment. As a result, the daily norm for 

the amount of microplastic in the region in which the experiment was conducted was 

determined. 

Next, all solid particles were collected in individual screw-top jars by rinsing the mesh with 

river water, and then the samples were transported to the laboratory. The samples were then 

transported to the laboratory. Sample processing was carried out in several steps, including 

density separation using NaCl, oxidation of organic residues, collection of particles on a 

glass fiber membrane, visual analysis of particles using a microscope using a hot needle test, 

and the use of microscopy combined with Raman spectroscopy (micro-Raman) to determine 

the type of polymer. As expected, these plastic particles were found in all water samples. 

Analysis of water samples from reservoirs in the Fergana Valley showed the presence of 

microplastic particles in all samples in average concentrations from 2.89 to 7.00 pieces/m3. 

Most of these particles are thread-like synthetic fibers and fragments of polymer particles, 

of different colors, ranging in size from 0.15 to 4.0 mm. We also examined and analyzed the 

chemical composition of microplastic samples from six rivers using spectrometry. Fibers 

were the most common types of microplastics, while fragment and film polymers were very 
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rare. For each category of microplastic samples, the average concentration of fibers in each 

location is significantly higher (83.7%) and at the same time this figure is significantly 

lower for fragments and films - 14.4 and 1.9%, respectively. 

Among the main sources of river pollution with artificial microfibers, the authors indicate 

the textile industry, untreated wastewater and discharges from municipal wastewater 

treatment plants, which do not fully preserve microfibers. Textile fibers of 1mm–5mm, 

which are released when clothing and household textiles are worn, washed and dried, are 

identified as a distinct type of environmental pollutant that can pose a risk to human health. 

Identification of particles by chemical composition was carried out mainly for all samples 

with different sizes (from 0.15 to 4.0 mm). Polymer analysis revealed that the isolated 

material was composed of commonly occurring plastic compounds. Our samples consisted 

of polymers polyethylene terephthalate (PET), polyethersulfone (PES blends), thermoplastic 

elastomers (TPE), nylons (PA), polypropylene (PP), polycyclohexylene dimethylene 

terephthalate (PCT), polymethylpentene (PMP blends), polyphenylene sulfone (PPSU). 

Both µRaman analysis showed that about half of all detected particles were PET, which is 

the polymer base of polyester products and is widely used in clothing and home textiles, 

either as a single material or mixed with cellulose fibers to improve mechanical properties 

and durability. Given that fibers are the most common microplastic morphology and PET is 

the main fiber component, wastewater treatment plant discharges and private household 

wastewater can be considered the most likely sources of local contamination. The polymer 

composition of MP samples found in the rivers of the Fergana Valley confirms the leading 

role of synthetic textile fibers in the pollution of watercourses in Uzbekistan. 

To confirm the hypothesis about the leading role of synthetic textiles in MP pollution of 

watercourses in various regions of Uzbekistan, we plan to conduct regular sampling and 

monitoring studies in the immediate vicinity of discharge sites and treatment facilities. The 

data obtained are the second evidence of MP pollution in the tributaries of the rivers of the 

Republic of Uzbekistan and watercourses of Central Asia in general. However, the 

distribution and circulation of MPs in surface waters of Uzbekistan requires a 

comprehensive study to create a large-scale observation network to identify sources of 

pollution. 
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Plastic waste, decomposing under the influence of the environment, becomes a source of 

nano- (less than 1 µm) and microplastics (from 1 µm to 5 mm, MP), which is a new 

challenge for the global scientific community. Microplastic particles can easily penetrate 

organisms, disrupting cellular processes, and can also be carriers of organic pollutants such 

as pesticides, components of pharmaceuticals, etc. 

In addition, much attention is now being paid to the problem of environmental pollution by 

components of pharmaceuticals as a result of their widespread and uncontrolled usage. 

Active substances of pharmaceuticals, such as antibiotics, have high biological activity and 

may threaten living organisms of natural ecosystems and human health. Their components 

can be sorbed on microplastics, resulting in complex contamination and combined toxic 

effects. 

Currently, the processes of sorption/desorption of pharmaceutical components on 

microplastics are poorly studied. These studies are complicated by various chemical nature 

and sizes of MP particles, changes in their properties due to aging, and different external 

conditions (temperature, pH, ionic strength, etc.). Most studies are limited to analyzing a 

single type of pharmaceuticals and MPs under model conditions, lacking systematicity. 

There is no unified approach to sample preparation, group extraction of components, and 

their subsequent highly sensitive determination in MPs. To develop such an approach, the 

utilization of high-performance liquid chromatography-mass spectrometry (HPLC-MS) 

looks promising since it can provide a reliable simultaneous determination of target 

analytes. 

The report will present the developed approach for the simultaneous determination of 

antibiotics in aqueous media by HPLC-MS. This method was used to explore the adsorption 

behavior of antibiotics on microplastics. Twenty-six substances belonging to nine different 

classes of antimicrobials, including beta-lactams (penicillins, cephalosporins, carbapenems), 

macrolides, nitroimidazoles, nitrofurans, sulfonamides, fluoroquinolones, tetracyclines, 

lincosamides, and chloramphenicol, were considered as target components. In addition, we 

studied the stability of model solutions of antibiotics and their mixtures to identify their 

transformation products that can be formed in aqueous media under the influence of 

external factors, such as environmental conditions. By using representatives of different 

groups of antibiotics, it is possible to reveal the dependence of adsorption on plastic 

particles on the nature of the sorbed substance. Therefore, we explored the adsorption 

behavior of certain antibiotic groups on synthesized latex nanoparticles from aqueous 

matrices at different pH values, temperature, and ionic strength. As a result, we compared 

the adsorption ability of different classes of drugs under varying conditions. This can be 

further used for their selective extraction from the particle surface and subsequent 

determination by HPLC-MS. 
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A.A.) for providing samples of nanoplactics.  
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The analysis of polymer micro- and nanoparticles in objects of various nature is of 

particular importance for medicine, chemical analysis, materials science, and environmental 

science and technology. The complex morphology of nano- and microparticles of plastics, 

the special dynamics of physicochemical transformations and ultralow levels of particle 

content in various objects require original approaches and methods of qualitative and 

quantitative analysis. 

Photothermal spectroscopy (PTS) is a highly sensitive, non-destructive molecular-

spectroscopy method that combines optical spectroscopy and methods for assessment of 

thermophysical properties. PTS combines the methods of registration of non-radiative 

relaxation of excited molecules (changes in the temperature of the object under study) after 

absorption of electromagnetic radiation. Thermal lens spectrometry (TLS) is based on 

recording changes in the refractive index of the medium. TLS is highly sensitive to the 

physicochemical properties of liquid samples, which makes it possible to accurately 

measure absorbances down to 10
–7

 and thermophysical parameters of objects (temperature 

change, thermal diffusivity, temperature coefficient of refractive index) with high precision.  

This study demonstrates the possibility of TLS in the assessment of thermal diffusivity and 

optical absorption of dilute aqueous dispersions of polystyrene nanoparticles with sizes of 

65 and 80 nm. Photothermal studies have shown complex heating dynamics that are not 

typical for dispersions of metal nanoparticles (iron oxides, silicon oxide, gold and silver 

nanoparticles) and organic nanomaterials (graphene oxide, carbon nanotubes, fullerenes). 

The presence of polystyrene nanoparticles at concentration levels below 0.1 wt. % leads to a 

decrease in thermal diffusivity, which indicates the influence of polystyrene nanoparticles 

on heat transfer in the system. At the same time, an uneven dynamic of decrease in thermal 

diffusivity with increasing concentration is observed: in the region of 0.001% a sharp 

decrease in thermal diffusivity is recorded, which may indicate either the occurrence of 

aggregation/disaggregation or a change in the heat release mechanism. This behavior was 

not previously discovered for disperse systems and requires additional research.  

The results obtained expand the understanding of thermophysical phenomena occurring in 

polymer dispersed systems and are useful for applied problems in the fields of 

environmental management, environmental science, materials science, and fundamental 

research of nano- and microplastics, and also contribute to the development of 

thermooptical analysis.  
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The continuous growth of production and consumption of plastic-containing products and 

packaging is accompanied by an increase in the amount of plastic waste generation, as well 

as an increase in the volume of microplastics (MPs) penetrating into various components of 

the natural environment. The quantity and multifaceted consequences of the wide 

distribution of MPs in the environment are actively studied by scientists [1]. The increasing 

amount of data and scientific groups involved in MP research require the design of 

summarising information systems. 

This work is devoted to the creation of a unified information and analytical system to 

illustrate and summarise the results of research conducted by the members of the 

Consortium “Microplastics in the Environment” (https://microplasticsiberia.com).  Its 

purpose is a comprehensive assessment of the scale, consequences and forecast of the 

complex nature of pollution. The system structure and technical task for web-development 

of the system, meeting the needs of different target groups of its potential users, were 

formed including: (1) For scientists, researchers and students – a database of research results 

to compare research methods, pollution consequences, as well as the search for scientific 

teams for collaboration and further research; (2) For government representatives and public 

activists – a database of international and Russian laws, standards and methods adopted to 

prevent plastic and MP pollution; (3) For representatives of business/producers – 

information resource on best practices and available technologies, successful examples of 

closed cycle economy and ESG projects in Russia and abroad; (4) For residents of the 

Russian regions – an information resource with adapted, easy-to-remember, research-based 

information on consumer contribution to plastic waste and debris, sources of MP in food 

and drinking water (the project “Microplastics is closer than it seems”), advantages and 

opportunities for sorting garbage and reducing the ecological footprint in different regions. 

The proposed system is interactive and provides an opportunity for Consortium members to 

edit contact information, receive newsletters. It is possible to conduct research on the 

system's website and measure the level of problem awareness or consumer habits in terms of 

plastic handling.  

 

The study was financially supported by the Development Program of Tomsk State University 

(Priority-2030), Project No. 2.2.3.22 ONG. 
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This paper examines an alternative to the burial and thermal decomposition of polyethylene 

– its processing by Zophobas morio larvae [1]. 

Past studies have demonstrated the ability of larvae to process polystyrene foam during 

digestion [2,3], but now their ability to process other materials is of interest. 

To conduct the experiment, larvae from one batch were divided into three groups of three 

colonies, each containing 50 larvae. The first group was given dry and wet feed, the second 

group was given polyethylene. The third group was left starving. All colonies were kept 

under the same conditions for a month. 

On average, larvae ingested polystyrene foam at a rate of 0.03 mg/day per individual. The 

survival rate of individuals was 38%, the proportion of cases of cannibalism was 26%. The 

biomass of larvae in the experimental group was two times lower than in the control group. 

To test whether Zophobas morio larvae are able to degrade the polyethylene they ingest, 

FTIR spectroscopy of larval excrement was performed. Figure 1 shows the result of the 

analysis. 

 

 
Fig. 1. Infrared transmission spectrum of a sample of excrement of larvae that fed on 

polyethylene 

 

In the infrared spectrum of the excrement of larvae that fed on polyethylene, there are no 

absorption peaks characteristic of it (the most obvious is the peak at 713.6 cm
-1

, which gives 

a doublet). This may indicate the absence of polyethylene in the substances that make up the 

waste products of the larvae. 
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Investigations of microplastics (MPs) contamination of the Baltic beach sands show 

relatively uniform concentrations of MPs of the size range of 0.5-2 mm in the wave run-up 

zone. For about 600-km long southern Baltic shore (Esiukova et al., 2021), 100-km long 

shore of the Curonian Spit (Chubarenko et al., 2020), 14 month-long study at the Vistula 

Spit (Krivoshlyk, Chubarenko, 2021) the contamination is about 30-60 items/kg DW 

(including fibers), being independent of the current wind-wave conditions and sand 

characteristics in the given region. Other beach zones and MPs size fractions show much 

larger spatial and temporal variability. The aim of this effort is to relate this unexpectedly 

conservative and easy-to-obtain indicator to contamination with MPs (0.5-2 mm) of water 

column, beach and bottom sediments of the Baltic Sea. 

The paper (Chubarenko et al., 2022) analyzed data on MP (0.5-2 mm) contamination in 

bottom sediments from 8 cruises of research vessels in the Gotland, Gdańsk, and Bornholm 

basins of the Baltic Sea. Literature review indicated that in the Bornholm Basin the mean 

abundance of MPs varied significantly between the stations – from 37 up to 141 items/kg 

DW. In the Gdańsk Basin, the mean contamination was 45 items/kg DW. Contamination in 

the Gotland Basin varied between the stations – from 16 up to 245 items/kg DW. In the 

southeastern sector of the Baltic Sea, the mean contamination was 130 items/kg DW 

(Chubarenko et al., 2022). Thus, the contamination of the bottom sediments of the Baltic 

Sea with MPs is unevenly distributed. The highest one was in the sample obtained in the 

Kaliningrad Bay (near the Baltiysk) and amounted to 513 items/kg DW. 
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Rivers are considered to be a pathway for the transport of microplastics (MPs) to the ocean 

and an important reservoir of particles. In order to improve the knowledge of sources, 

transport and redistribution in river systems and to estimate the global amount of plastic 

transport to the oceans, it is necessary to study rivers in different regions of the world. This 

is particularly relevant for Siberian rivers, which are among the watercourses with the 

largest catchment areas and discharge volumes, and which can transport MPs to the Arctic 

seas. This study is devoted to the assessment of the seasonal and interannual dynamics of 

MP content in the surface waters of a large tributary of the Ob, the Tom River, based on the 

results of three years (2021-2023) of monitoring at the same site within the city limits of 

Tomsk. The abundance and distribution of particles in the ice of the Tom River at the end of 

the winter period 2022-2023 were also assessed. 

The content of MP particles in the size range 0.15-5 mm in the Tom River water reached 

9.97 ± 1.42 items/m
3 

and 2.33 mg/m
3
 in December and August 2022, respectively. The 

predominant groups of MPs by morphology were microfibers and irregularly shaped 

fragments. Particles with a size of 300-2000 µm along the maximum axis were the most 

abundant. According to the μRaman data, a significant fraction of the particles in the Tom 

River water is represented by PET (from 18.3 in 2021 to 39.5% total MPs in 2023), plastics 

such as ASA, PAN, PCT, PE, PP, PPSU, PS were identified, mixtures based on 

polymethylpentene and polysulfones were also found. 

No pronounced patterns of intra-annual dynamics of MP content in the surface waters of the 

Tom River were observed from year to year. The average particle content in the water by 

year (items/m
3
 and mg/m

3
) did not vary significantly in different hydrological phases. The 

average total content of MPs in the water of the Tom River in 2021-2023, both in absolute 

terms and by mass, did not depend significantly on the water level. No such dependence 

was found for MPs in the form of fibers and fragments of irregular shape. It was shown that 

the content of films and spheres (items/m
3
) in the surface water of the Tom River during the 

observation period was significantly dependent on the water level in the river (p < 0.01) 

with rs = 0.733 and 0.691, respectively. The mass of films (mg/m
3
) was also significantly 

dependent on the water level in the Tom (p < 0.05) with rs = 0.671, whereas the mass of 

spheres and MPs as a whole was not. High levels of MPs were found in the ice cover at the 

Tom River monitoring site, with morphology and polymer composition similar to that found 

in water. In ice cores of 60 to 70 cm thickness sampled at the end of March 2023, MP 

concentrations ranged from 20700 ± 5170 items and 19.5 ± 6.61 mg to 38900 ± 20430 items 

and 4379 ± 1691 mg per cubic meter, which is significantly higher (p < 0.001) compared to 

the particle content in river water. 

Thus, the following was established: (1) seasonal changes in the content of MPs with sizes 

of 0.15-5.0 mm in the Tom River in 2021-2023 are not expressed; (2) the quantitative 

content of particles in the form of spheres and films in the Tom River water reliably depends 

on the water level; (3) the river ice accumulates MPs during the ice-out period. 

The study was funded by the Development Program of Tomsk State University (Priority-

2030), Project No. 2.2.3.22 ONG. 
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Due to the active growth of plastic production and its long-term decomposition (up to 1 

million years), the problem of recycling polymer waste arises. As a result of the destruction 

of plastic debris, microplastic particles (1 µm<MP<5 mm) are formed, which are found in a 

wide variety of natural environments, including surface and groundwater. MPs are 

dangerous hydrophobic radicals, that can adsorb and transport heavy metals and persistent 

organic pollutants [2]. 

The assessment of MP contamination is carried out on the territory of the nature reserve - 

the Zvenigorod Biostation, located in the Odintsovo district, Moscow region. MP particles 

were found in the Carboniferous aquifer overlaid by Jurassic clay and Quaternary alluvial 

deposits. The aquifer is composed of fractured and karsted limestones and it is confined. 

Groundwater is recharged by leakage from shallow water with higher head, sometimes 

during floods the may be recharged by river water through the floodplain. Aquifer 

discharges into the Moscow River and into the overlying sediments on the floodplain.  

To study MPs bottom sediments, using bulk method, and groundwater, using volume reduce 

method from a hydrogeological well, were sampled. Sample preparation was carried out 

according to work [1] and included: drying of selected samples, sieving, liquid peroxidation, 

density separation (flotation), filtration.  

The visual characterization of MPs was carried out by Nikon eclipse e400 POL and 

Olympus BX53M light microscopes and analytical identification by Raman spectroscopy 

using an EnSpectr 532 spectrometer. MPs are represented by fragments, microfibers and 

films, which indicate groundwater contamination by secondary microplastics. The 

concentration of identified particles was 0.66 item/L [3]. 

Jurassic clays and Quaternary loams make it difficult for polymers to penetrate the aquifer 

directly in the watershed. According to the proposed hypothesis, MP particles flow down the 

slope with surface runoff, and then they transport through alluvial deposits on the upper 

floodplain terrace, where clay deposits are practically absent. 
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Snow near Russian Antarctic stations and sub-surface waters of adjacent Southern Ocean 

were studied in 2022 in frames of Russian Antarctic Expedition (RAE). Sub-surface 

seawater (4-5 m) was sampled onboard RV ”Akademik Treshnikov” by the built-in vessel 

flow-through filtering system with mesh-size 100 microns making at least 2 m3 of filtered 

seawater for each sample. Snow of various age during seasonal works (from Dec to May) 

was sampled near 5 stations: 5 L of snow for each sample. All samples were treated in the 

clean lab conditions in St.Petersburg in PlasticLab, including the field and procedural 

blanks, and contamination control at each stage of work. Laboratory treatment included 

Fenton reagent protocol for snow and KOH protocol for seawater samples, with 100% of 

particles identification by Raman spectroscopy. Average concentration of microplastics in 

snow in 2022 was 4,9 items per liter of melted snow, ranging from 0,7 to 10 items/l. 

Maximum concentrations were observed in late autumn in old firn snow at stations Oasis 

Bangera, Novolazarevskaya and Molodezhnaya. The minimum concentrations were 

observed in fresh snow at stations Progress and Mirny. Morphology of microplastics in 

snow (mostly films and fragments) differs much from those found in seawater (microfibers). 

Results show little or no microplastics in sub-surface Antarctic seawaters in 2022. All of the 

particles are microfibers (blue, black, transparent) made of PET or cellulose with various 

pigments, making these particles of anthropogenic origin. Average concentration of 

anthropogenic microfibers around the Atlantic and Indian part of Antarctica was 0,97 

items/m3 (that is close to the limit of detection) and ranging from 0 to 2,02 items/m3, where 

3 stations had zero amounts of particles.  

 

The study is supported by RSF project № 23-27-00456.  
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Plastic contamination of the marine environment is now widespread, but its distribution is 

highly variable in time and space [1]. This complicates the assessment and monitoring of 

contamination levels and requires larger samples and replicates. This research presents the 

results of 175 samples collected in the wave run-up zone during 42 monitoring surveys 

(from November 2019 to January 2021) at 6 stations along the coast of the Vistula Spit 

(Baltic Sea). The methods of sample preparation and analysis were kept the same as in [1;2], 

so the obtained results are fully comparable with those studies. The residue was treated 

according to the NOAA method [3] for the extraction of MPs from a sediment sample, with 

the recommendations of [4].  

A total of 10,696 anthropogenic items were found, of which 10,366 items (97%) belong to 

the size range of MPs (0.5-5 mm). Among the MPs, 68% of the items (7286) belong to the 

S-MPs size range (0.5-2 mm). In terms of shape, the majority of MPs (0.5-5 mm) found 

were thread-like and fibrous (98.6%), while fragments and films accounted for 1.2% and 

0.2%, respectively. Among the MPs, the most widespread were transparent items (69%), 

followed by blue (11%), green (7%), black (7%), white (7%), red (2%), and the least 

common in terms were particles of yellow and brown color. Among the identified materials, 

the majority were CE particles (28%), polymer blend (16%), PET (9%), PES (14%), Carbon 

(13%), PET (10%) and other (12%). Spectrometric verification did not indicate the 

necessity for data correction.  

For all 175 samples, the total abundance of MPs (0.5-5 mm) varied in the range of 9-476 

items/kg DW, with a mean of 95±66, median 78 items/kg DW. For S-MPs (0.5-2 mm) and 

L-MPs (2-5 mm) separately, the global mean abundances were 64±36 (median 55, 

CV=56%) and 29±33 (median 17, CV=114 %) items/kg DW. The samples included 163 

sand samples and 12 granules. Both maximum and minimum contamination (9 and 443 

items/kg DW) were found in sand samples at the station 4. The averaging of all the sand 

samples collected during 14 months for a particular station gives the following pattern. For 

all MPs (0.5-5 mm), the abundance varies from 105±91 (median 70) items/kg DW (station 

4) to 62±36 (44) items/kg DW (station 0). The monthly means showed the highest 

contamination in January 2020: 216.6±115.3 items/kg DW (median 197.9, range 86-476). 

The lowest values were obtained in March (60±32 items/kg DW, median 58, the range of 

31-163) and October (59±23 items/kg DW, median 62, range 9-101). 

The research is supported by the Russian Science Foundation under grant No. 24-17-00099.  
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assistance with sampling, and to A. Zubin, A. Kundalevich, and E. Demiskevich for Raman 

spectrometry analyses. 
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A study was conducted at the mouth of the Pregolya River (South-Eastern Baltic) in the 

spring of 2024. The study's objectives include the assessment of the contamination of the 

river watercourse with microplastic particles (MP) of a range of 0.3-5 mm, as well as 

particles larger than 5 mm. Additionally, the study aims to identify the spatial distribution of 

these particles. The water samples were collected at a depth of 1-1.5 m from the water 

surface using a bathometer, based on the results of preliminary hydrological profiling. 

Sampling was conducted at eight points (in triplicate at each sampling station, i.e. 3 samples 

per 10 liters each) in accordance with the estuarine zoning classification. The sampling 

points were designated as follows: 1) river, 2) mixing zone, 3) sea (in the coastal part). The 

preliminary data indicated that particles with a size of 0.3–5 mm constituted 95.2% of all 

collected particles. The particle concentrations were found to range from 33 to 185 particles 

per 10 liters (for MP particles with a size of 0.3–5 mm) and from 1 to 15 particles per 10 

liters (for particles with a size greater than 5 mm). The predominant form of particles was 

identified as fibers (98%), with a diameter of less than 20-30 μm. Fragments constituted 2% 

of the total number of particles found. The most prevalent colors observed in the particles 

were black/gray (~31%), blue/cyan (~27%) and transparent/matte (~24%) for MP particles 

0.3-5 mm. The size distribution of fibers demonstrated a clear prevalence of sizes 0.5-1 mm 

(accounting for over 24%) and 1-1.5 mm (approximately 22%). Of the fragments 

discovered, the predominant size was found to be 0.3-0.5 mm, accounting for approximately 

56% of the total. 

 

The research is supported by the Russian Science Foundation under grant No.24-44-20027. 
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Antarctica is usually characterized by low levels of pollution of the environment. 

Nevertheless, despite the existence of the Antarctic Treaty System (1959) and the Protocol 

on Environmental Protection to the Antarctic Treaty (1998), intensive chemical, physical, 

noise, biological pollution of the snow and ice free territories (Antarctic oases) and coastal 

marine territories 
1,2,3 

is currently taking place. 

Microplastics in Antarctic ecosystems can come both from local sources and in the process 

of long-range (atmospheric and marine) transport: 

 Incomplete incineration of wastes resulting in shredding of plastic packaging and 

accumulation of microplastics in soils and water bodies in the vicinity of polar 

stations. Accompanied by a sharp increase in concentrations of polycyclic aromatic 

hydrocarbons in soils, waters, plant materials, etc. The average exceedance of 

maximum permissible concentrations (MPC) for benz(a)pyrene on King George 

Island is 20-30 times, and in areas where incinerators are located - even more; 

 Recreational source - at least 10 tourists arrive at King George Island stations every 

day in summer. Illegal and semi-legal tourism leads to the formation of 

accumulations of plastic and food waste up to 10 km away from the tourist sites.  

 The use of equipment, clothes and containers (for example, from bottled water) 

having different types of plastic in their composition leads to accumulation of 

microplastics in different components of the Antarctic ecosystems 
4
; 

 Illegal dumping of plastic debris into the sea, including plastic containers, synthetic 

ropes, fishing nets, garbage bags, etc. A huge amount of plastic ends up on the shores 

of King George and Nelson Islands. On the latter, plastic is used to build illegal 

structures by tourists; 

 Emergency removal of plastic building components and destruction of dilapidated 

abandoned structures at stations and field camps results in mechanical pulverization 

of the constituent parts of the structures in extreme winds. 

This study was supported by the Ministry of Science and Higher Education of the Russian 

Federation (state contract no. 075-15-2024-629, MegaGrant). 
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Spread of highly dispersed and reactive microplastics (MP) is of concern due to their 

potential toxicity. MP particles loaded with biocidal compounds are especially dangerous. 

The toxicity of MP-biocide complexes can greatly depend on their composition and 

environmental properties. In the work, the antimicrobial properties of binary complexes of 

model MP particles, microspheres of butadiene-styrene copolymer with carboxyl groups on 

the surface, and the toxic cationic polydiallyldimethylammonium chloride (PDADMAC). 

PDADMAC was quantitatively adsorbed on the surface of microspheres. Complexes 

resistant to aggregation were synthesized at a molar ratio of the functional groups of the 

polycation and microspheres Z = [N
+
]/[COO

-
] ≤ 0.7 and Z ≥ 1.2; in the first case, negatively 

charged complexes were formed, in the second, positively charged ones.  

Aqueous dispersions of microspheres did not exhibit antimicrobial activity against gram-

positive and gram-negative bacteria; on the contrary, the polycation showed high activity 

against both types of microorganisms. The antimicrobial activity of the “cationic” complex 

with Z = 1.2 was comparable to that of the native polycation. “Anionic” complexes with Z ≤ 

0.7 had less toxicity, which decreased as the polycation was distributed over more and more 

MP particles.  

Addition of microsphere-PDADMAC complexes into the soil did not have a toxic effect on 

soil microorganisms. 

 

This study was supported by the Ministry of Science and Higher Education of the Russian 
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In this study the occurrence, morphology and identification of microplastics in Black Sea 

sediments collected at different depths (range 22–2131 m) were determined for the first 

time. The study explored the advantages and limitations of using a non-invasive method 

consisting of filtration of the supernatant from the mixture of sediment with saturated NaCl 

solution followed by FTIR 2D imaging for the identification of natural and synthetic 

polymers. The proposed method confirmed its potential for clear identification of 

polyethylene, polypropylene, acrylonitrile, polyamides and cellulose-based fibers, but more 

difficulties when the filter substrate neighboring the fibers exhibits intense absorptions in the 

1800–1000 cm
−1

 range. Microplastics (MPs) were determined in 83% of the investigated 

sediment samples. The average abundance in all samples was 106.7 items/kg. The highest 

pollution occurred on the North-Western shelf where the abundance of MPs was 10 times 

higher than in sediments from the deep sea. The most abundant plastic polymers were 

polyethylene and polypropylene, followed by acrylate and acrylonitrile copolymers. 

Polyamide and cellulose-based textile fibers were also found. The most frequent 

microplastic colors observed were black, blue and clear/transparent, while fibers represented 

the dominant microplastics in sediments.  
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Plastic materials are employed in a multitude of industrial sectors and, due to their 

adaptability, have become an indispensable component of contemporary life. In the event of 

inadequate handling, plastic waste accumulates in all components of the environment, 

where it disintegrates under the influence of external and mechanical forces, resulting in the 

formation of microplastics (MPs) – plastic particles smaller than 5 mm. Microplastics are 

found in all environments, but their greatest interest lies in aquatic systems, as it is mainly 

through water that MPs is able to enter the organism of living beings. Rivers play an 

important role in the global MPs cycle, as they are closely connected with the terrestrial 

environment and provide important transportation routes. The Ob River is one of the largest 

rivers in Russia, and on its banks is the most populated city in Siberia, Novosibirsk, which 

is also one of the largest industrial centers of Western Siberia. 

This paper presents the results of a study investigating the content of microplastics and 

organic pollutants (persistent organic pollutants, polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, 

organochlorine pesticides) in samples of natural and waste water, and bottom sediments 

collected in the Ob River. 

To determine the amount of microplastics, samples were prepared using a newly developed 

two-stage approach. The first stage involved the removal of the inorganic matrix using a 

heavy liquid based on sodium heteropolyoxotungstate with a density of 1.70 g/cm
3
. The 

second stage entailed boiling the samples in peracetic acid, followed by the addition of 

Fenton's reagent to remove organic natural components. Subsequently, the samples were 

subjected to further analysis by means of infrared microscopy in order to ascertain the 

number of particles present, and pyrolysis gas chromatography–mass spectrometry (GC-

MS) was employed in order to determine the mass of the polymers present. The standard 

certified methods were employed for the determination of organic pollutants, including 

those within the accreditation area of the Analytical Center of NIOCH SB RAS. The process 

involved the extraction of substances into an organic solvent and subsequent analysis by the 

GC-MS method. 

The study of microplastic content in water and bottom sediments of the studied objects 

revealed that the highest content was observed in samples taken in the area of the Ob River 

beaches. Additionally, the analysis revealed that the concentration of organic pollutants in 

the natural and waste water samples collected from the Ob River did not exceed the 

threshold limit value (TLV) of 0.1.  
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One of Russia's eternal problems is roads. Today, despite the increase in the length of paved 

roads, a significant share of the total length (29.33%) is made up of unpaved dirt roads. In 

some regions of Russia, for example, the Sakha Republic, they make up more than half of 

the total road network. A significant problem of unpaved roads is dust that forms the top 

layer of the road surface. Under the influence of climatic conditions or vehicle traffic, a dust 

rises into the air, after which it settles over a long period of time (fig. 1). The dust harms the 

health of surrounding people when inhaled, creates emergency situations due to reduced 

visibility, and contaminates various surfaces. 

 

 
Fig. 1. The problem of dirt roads and the proposed method for solving it based on oppositely 

charged polyelectrolytes 

 

The main method of combating road dust is to retain moisture in the surface layer. This is 

done thanks to inorganic salts, for example calcium chloride. Using special equipment, the 

coating is treated with solutions of these salts, at the same time the surface is wetted and 

moisture-retaining agents are added. However, this method has a significant drawback - due 

to the impact of precipitation, there is a need for regular re-treatment. In this work, based on 

laboratory experiments on dust removal, we propose a composition based on a combination 

of oppositely charged polyelectrolytes (large-scale products of chemical synthesis) for these 

purposes (fig. 1).  

Due to the formation of a three-dimensional polymer network, such a coating on a dirt road 

can withstand the effects of precipitation and the presence of polar fragments retains 

moisture. Based on laboratory tests, the proposed formulation exhibits better performance 

properties in comparison with the classic road dust removal reagent based on calcium 

chloride. 

 

The work was supported by the research park of St. Petersburg state university: RC of 

Magnetic resonance and Chemical Analysis and Materials Research Centre. 
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This literature review reports on the bioaccumulation of microplastics by three families of 

pinnipeds (Pinnepedia): true seals (Phocidae), eared seals (Otariidae), and walruses 

(Odobenus), encompassing 21 studies. 

Microplastics are ingested by at least 701 species of organisms. The high trophic level and 

long lifespan of marine mammals make them susceptible to bioaccumulation of aquatic 

chemical pollutants. 

The aim of this study – review the literature on microplastic bioaccumulation in pinnipeds 

(Pinnepedia), synthesize existing literature, and identify gaps in current research. 

A search of relevant peer-reviewed literature was conducted in April 2024, using two online 

publication databases: PubMed and ScienceDirect. 

Results: a total of 21 articles were selected. 

The majority of studies focused on true seals (Phocidae) (57%; n = 12), with half of these 

studies investigating the grey seal (Halichoerus grypus) (n = 6). Slightly less attention has 

been given to microplastic bioaccumulation in eared seals (Otariidae) (38%; n = 8), and 

only one study (5%; n = 1) examined the interaction between walruses (Odobenus) and 

microplastic particles. 

Plastic material was detected in 18 studies. Most studies used animal feces as the study 

material, with a few studies using gastrointestinal tract contents. 

Direct comparison of results across studies is hindered by the lack of a standardized 

protocol for conducting such research. Authors employed a variety of methods to isolate and 

identify microplastic particles. However, Fourier-transform infrared spectroscopy was the 

predominant method used to characterize polymer types in studies from the past five years. 

The most common types of polymers detected were polyethylene, polyamide, and 

polypropylene. 

Microplastics are present in the majority of the analyzed gastrointestinal tract contents and 

feces samples of the studied animals. 

To fully assess microplastic bioaccumulation, further research is needed on different 

pinniped (Pinnepedia) species, with an emphasis on standardizing material collection and 

analysis protocols. 

 

This study was supported by the Ministry of Science and Higher Education of the Russian 

Federation (state contract no. 075-15-2024-629, MegaGrant). 
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Since 2020 articles began to appear on the topic of microplastic transport through a porous 

medium. Their main goal is to study the properties of a porous medium as a natural barrier 

for microplastics (MPs). The mechanism of all studies is similar. Sand, soil or other soil 

(sandy loam, loamy) is filled into the column. Then microplastic particles are placed in the 

upper part of the column and after that pumping water. MPs are picked up by water and 

gradually filtered through the column. Water with MPs drains through the column bottom, 

where samples are collected for further analysis.  

Based on the results of studies of microplastic transport in a porous medium, the following 

conclusions were made: the distance, passed by microplastic particles, depends on the 

amount of water entering the column, on the speed of its supply and on many other factors. 

An experiment was conducted at the Department of Hydrogeology of Lomonosov Moscow 

State University. Glass column with volume of 10 ml and diameter of 17.36 mm was used. 

Sand fractions of 0.16 – 0.25 mm were screened out for the experiment. The flow rate of the 

water solution with microplastic particles was 1.13 ml/min.  

Carboxylated styrene-butadiene latex was used in the work, with 50 % by weight of the 

solid phase, the particles of which consisted of a copolymer of butadiene, methacrylic acid 

and methyl styrene at their mass ratio of 70:30:2, the content of residual styrene was 0.01 % 

by weight (JSC Voronezhsintezkauchuk, Russia). 

The average hydrodynamic diameter of the particles was determined by the method of 

dynamic light scattering at a fixed scattering angle (90°) in a thermal cell on the 

Brookhaven Zeta Plus device (USA). The diameter values were calculated using the 

DynaLS software. The electrophoretic mobility (EFP) of particles was determined by laser 

microelectrophoresis in a thermostatic cell using a Brookhaven Zeta Plus device (USA) and 

embedded software. All measurements were carried out at a temperature of 25 °C. 

In a dilute aqueous solution (10
-3

 % by weight) the initial latex is characterized by a 

monomodal distribution of particle size, the average hydrodynamic diameter of which is 

160 nm, and the electrophoretic mobility is -4.8 (µm/s). 

After passing 0.01% by weight aqueous latex solution through a column with sand in 

opalescent white samples, particles with an average hydrodynamic diameter of 220-280 nm 

are recorded, characterized by a bimodal distribution with maximum at 100 and 450 nm. 

With an increase in the transmission time through the column, the mode at 450 nm 

practically disappears. 

After storage in plastic vials at a temperature of +4 °C in all 3 solutions, the signal level 

increases (the number of samples per second is 2.5 Msps), and negatively charged particles 

with an average hydrodynamic diameter of 150 nm, characterized by a narrow monomodal 

distribution, are registered. 

Ultrasonic treatment in the bath for 15 minutes does not affect the particle size. 
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Today, one of the most widely used materials is plastic. Plastics decompose slowly, but 

quickly fragmentize into small particles, which called microplastics (MP, size less than 5 

mm) and nanoplastics (NP, size less than 100 nm). MP and NP are easily carried by wind 

and water polluting the environment. People consume MP and NP daily with water and 

food. Therefore, an important issue is the assessment of their effect on the human body. 

Laboratory rodents are most often used as a model for studying toxic effects of various 

substances. There are many studies demonstrating the negative effect of MP on the 

gastrointestinal tract of laboratory mice [1], however, the effects of smaller NP particles 

have not been sufficiently studied. Therefore, the aim of our study was to evaluate the effect 

of NP on the gastrointestinal tract of C57BL/6 mice. 

A suspension of polystyrene nanoparticles of 50 nm in diameter (PS-NP) in distilled water 

with a concentration of 0.5, 5 or 50 micrograms of PS-NP/ml was poured into drinkers for 

male C57BL/6 mice (approximate consumption doses of 0.1, 1 and 10 mg/kg body weight 

/day). The animals were euthanized on day 42 of PS-NP consumption.  

A histological examination of the stomach, small intestine and colon was performed. There 

were no obvious morphological changes in the stomach under the PS-NP exposure. The 

most pronounced changes were observed in the small intestine. Cellular infiltration of the 

lamina propria was noted, mostly due to an increase of plasma cells number, alongside with 

the expansion of the lymphatic vessels of the intestinal villi. These changes probably 

indicate an increased permeability and the activation of immune response in the small 

intestine. In the colon, distinct reactions of goblet cells were detected due to PS-NP 

exposure. In some cases, the number of goblet cells decreased, whereas in other ones these 

cells were significantly enlarged. Probably, the hypersecretion and an increased mucus 

production by goblet cells had occurred, which is a protective reaction of the colon mucosa 

to stress effects. The severity of changes in the small and large intestines was increased with 

an increase of the PS-NP dose. 

Our results are consistent with other researchers reports [2][3] and show the presence of 

dose-dependent proinflammatory and stressful effects of NP on the mucous membrane of 

the small and large intestine. Thus, NP should be considered as one of potent factors 

contributing to the development of intestinal diseases. 
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Environmental pollution by micro- and nanoplastics is currently considered an increasing 

threat to human health. Unfortunately, despite numerous claims about the toxic effects of 

microplastics (MPs), there is no convincing evidence of direct adverse health effects at the 

concentrations currently found in the environment. It can be expected that MPs may have 

adverse health effects with prolonged exposure, but it is impossible to isolate their effects on 

the human body against the background of the combined effects of multiple factors. The 

optimal approach to study the accumulation of microplastics in the organism and the 

mechanisms of their influence on health is the use of laboratory animals. The rate of ageing, 

which is associated with the development of associated diseases, can serve as an objective 

indicator of health status. 

The present study aimed to evaluate the effect of microplastic particles accumulation on the 

health status of Wistar and OXYS rats (ICG SB RAS), a unique model of premature ageing. 

This is manifested by early development of a complex of "senile" diseases. From the age of 

1.5 months, the animals were fed with 3-5 µm MPs particles (polyethylene terephthalate) in 

two doses. The rats were administered 10 and 100 mg/kg of microplastic particles. After two 

months of MPs administration, the state of phenotypic manifestations of premature aging in 

OXYS rats was evaluated. This included an examination of the rats' behavior, cognitive 

functions, and the degree of cataract and retinopathy development, which was found to be 

similar to age-related macular degeneration in humans. This was based on an 

ophthalmoscopic examination. Wistar and OXYS rats that did not receive MPs were used as 

controls. 

Following the observation of phenotypic manifestations of premature ageing in rats, the 

animals were removed from the experiment in order to study the content of microplastic in 

their organs.  The course of the study led to the development of an integrated approach to 

the assessment of the accumulation and distribution of plastic particles in the organs and 

tissues of the body, with a view to evaluating the cumulative effects on health. This paper 

presents preliminary results of quantitative determination of polyethylene terephthalate in 

rat organs (brain, heart, etc.) by pyrolysis gas chromatography–mass spectrometry using the 

developed methodology of tissue sample preparation in living organisms.  
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Monitoring the distribution of microplastics in natural waters requires the development of 

new methods for preparing water samples. It is important that all the particles are separated 

from the water for subsequent analysis, including submicron-sized particles that are 

currently not captured by traditional sampling with meshes [1]. Efficient extraction of 

microplastic from water can be achieved by the magnetic separation method, in which the 

target particles form heteroaggregates with added magnetic particles which are subsequently 

extracted from water under the action of a gradient magnetic field [2]. In this work, the 

magnetic sedimentation method to separate microparticles of commercial polyethylene 

(MPE) with sizes of 10-200 μm from the aqueous solutions imitating natural waters was 

investigated. To the NaCl, Na2SO4, NaH2PO4·2H2O, CaCl2 water solutions (10 and 100 

mM) with the dissolved sodium dodecyl sulfate, as a surfactant (SDS, 3 mM), the 

Fe3O4@SiO2-NH2 (FSN) composite magnetic nanoparticles were added and dispersed. 

Afterwards, the magnetic sedimentation process was monitored for various conditions.   

Composite magnetic nanoparticles (FSN) (dh = 200 nm) with a magnetic core and a coating 

layer providing electrostatic attraction to oppositely charged polyethylene particles were 

synthesized and characterized. It has been shown that the magnetic nanoparticles form 

heteroaggregates with polyethylene microparticles, the properties of which can be tuned by 

changing the mass ratio of the components and by the time of their interaction. The 

sedimentation of the aggregates was carried out in a gradient magnetic field generated by a 

system of Sm2Co17 strip permanent magnets and soft magnetic steel inserts (Bzmax = 0.44 T). 

The efficiency of magnetic separation was estimated from the residual concentration of 

plastics in water, which was determined by spectrophotometry. It has been detected that the 

addition of magnetic nanoparticles at a concentration of c = 0.01 g/L to aqueous suspensions 

of polyethylene, c = 0.1 g/L ensures MPE separation efficiency of up to 98%. The optimal 

conditions of the magnetic sedimentation regime for a NaCl, NaH2PO4 or CaCl2 solution 

with a salt concentration of c = 10 mM are a preliminary exposure of the heterosuspension 

for 30 minutes and a subsequent magnetic sedimentation for 15 minutes. It was shown that 

in solutions imitating river and sea water in the presence of SDS (3mM), up to 90% of 

polyethylene microparticles can be separated from water in 30 minutes of magnetic 

sedimentation. 

The research was carried out within the state assignment of Ministry of Science and Higher 

Education of the Russian Federation (themes “Magnet” No. 122021000034-9, “Рressure” 

No. 122021000032-5), supported in part by youth science project of IMP UB RAS (project 

No. M 9-23). 
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